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Please affix the following: slip facing Page 216. Vol. iV. Parts 3&4. 




The accompanying 8 illustrations were reproduced, with the kini 
pertiission of the Superintendent, Archaeological department, (iwalior, ^fom 
the corresponding Photoprints found in the (Jwalior Fort Album. 


CORRECTIONS. VOL. V. PART I. 

Read A. Sankarao, H.A., L.T., for, S. Bhimasankara Kao 1?.A. 
in the list of Member of Council^ for iq 30-5^ 31. 

Omit the last three lines on page 40. 
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THE “BHUJABALA” OF VIJAYANAOARA HISTORY, (A. D. 1516). 

B. A. SalrtoRK, M.A.; London- 

One of the inscriptions edited by Mr. Rice in the “ Epigraphia 
Carnatica'' is the following styled “Mg. 41” dated 1516 A. D.:— “The 
usual invocation. (On the date spacilied) When the Mahdrdjadhiriija Rdja 
parameivara \ ira Krishna Raya ^Maharaya was ruling the kingdom of 
the world in peace and wisdom -And Iiiimadi Bhairasa Odeyar, .son of 
Bommala Levi, and son-in-law of the Catfle-rope-to Champions over hostile 
kings, Vira Miriya Bhirasa Cd iy a, ^^-^s governing the Kajasa-Kirkala king 
dom the mighty (hhujalntla) Mahaiaya of Vijayanagara having come 
against the Tulu kingdom with an army, and having encamped on the 
Bhuvana channel of Marigalu:,— we having escaped from the country 
made a petition (or Vow) that i 1 that army should go back, and we should 
return in peace* to our country, we should repair the temple of the go(i, 
Kalasanatha. And that army having gone back, at^ time when we 
returned in peace to our country, causing the temple of the god Kalasa- 
natha to be repaired through the wiseman of our Cljdvadt Surappadenabova 
to provide for the droppii^ of water for one month on tie god Kajasa- 
nitha in our name, to be continued as long as the sun and moon endure.’** 
(Here the details of the gift etc.)^ 

The late Mr. Krishna Sistri while ’t?drtih*g'^n ‘ ins'cription of the^ 
Bhairasa Odeyar of Karkala, remarked on the above epigraph thus;-^ 
“This inscription supplies the interesting information that, during the 
reign of the great Krishna Raya of Vijayanagara, Bhujabala Mahariya 
led a campaign agaiifst the Tulu-rajya, and was encamped near ^he^ 

1 Efigtaphia Carnatica, vol. VI, Mg.41, p. 68 
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Bhuvana &le in Mangalfiru. On t^is occasion the Kalasa Kirkala chief 
Yimma^Bhairasa O^eya being dispossessed of (v not being sure of the 
stabilit^^ of) his territory, prayed to the god at Kalasa that the invading 
forces might leave the Tula country and that he might be undisturbed in his 
kingd^)rrv This desire being fulfilled, he made cerain gifts to that goA in 
his capacity as the ruler of the Kalasa-Karkala rajya. * Bkujabalamaha- 
raya, who led the campaign, might be identified with Krishnariya’s eldef 
brother ‘Busbarao’ mentioned on p. no of Mr. Sewell’s Forgotten Empire' . 
Jhe facts recorded in the inscription show that the Kalasa-Karkala chiefs,, 
who. as already noted, were ti*ying to get independent of the "Vijaya- 
nagara kings* and had, perhaps, also an idea of extending their dominions 
below the ghauts, •Were now^ thretened to be dispossessed, but perhaps, on 
promise of submission were left unmolested.”^ ^ , 

• Mr. Sewell, who at one time, had declared the impossibility of 

identifying the “Bhujabala” of the inscriptions with the Busbalrao” 
mentioned by Nuniz,^ rectified the error made by Mr. 6astri in these 
words. “There seems to be a mistake here. Firstly, I note that Mr^ 
^ice does not consider the word Bhujabala in the passage in question 
tosj^e a proper name. The passage runs. ‘ Vijayanogarada Bhvjahala 
maharayaru Tulu-rajyada-mlle dandiu,' and is translated by Mr. Rice thus: 
‘The mighty (bhujabala) Maharaya of Vijayanagara having come 
against the Tulu kingdom with an army.” Here there is no ruler or 
leader named Bhujabala. Secondly the leader of the army could only 
have been Nuniz’s ‘Busbalrao’, ^ elder brother of Krishiadevariya, if the 
date of this expedition to the Tulu country were referred to a period at 
least seven years earlier# than t?i(? date of the inscription; because 
‘Busbalrao’ had died when Krishna Deva Raya was placed on the throne 
in A.D. 1509. It is possible that the expedition did take place before 
Krishnadeva’s accession, and it is cquall}^ possible t]jat it may allude to 
Krisnna Deva Raya’s own exploit shortly after he came ,to the throne, 
^vhen he, or his generals, reduced the Ganga Raya (jf Ummatur in 
Mysore. The mehtion in “Mg. 41” of Krishna Deva Raya’s supreme 
sovereignity over the Kalasa country during the chieftainship of Immadi 
Bhairasa Odeyy gives us no clue to the date of the Vijayanagara army’s 
march to Mangajur, for this may have taken p^ace at any period before 
^he date of that chief’s grant, or, Sunday, July 13th, A.D. 1516. But 
what is quite certainr is that the leader of the army referred to could not 
^ave been Krishna Deva Rayahs elder brother, whom Nuniz called 
‘Busbalrao’, during, as stated by Mr. Krishna Sastri, the reign of Krish- 
naraya; for it was ‘Busbalrao’s’ death, according to Nuniz, that placed 
Kfi'ihna Deva on the throne. 

2 Epigrapfha Indica, vol. VIII, p. 127, note (^) 

Sewelb Forgotten Empire p. 180 
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At the date of the grant Krishna Deva was conducting his deci- 
sive campaign in the ea^t, and had captured KondavTdu three wejks earlier 
viz., June 23rd, A.D. 1516.^ ’ « 

^ While this explanation by Mr. Sewell settles the question of the 

impossibility of identifying the “Bhujabala” of the inscription* w?th the 
elder brother’ of Krishna DSva Riya during the life time of the latter, it 

n • > 

’does not, I am afraid, determine finally whether or not one may refer the 
suriiame “Bhujabala” in the inscription to Krishna Deva Raya or to orfe 
of his generals; and it does not explain whether the epigraph records an* 
event that took place in 1516 A.D. or eailier, as Mr. Sewell would have 
it. The first difficulty in the solution of thi^ question centres round the 
name ‘Bhujabal^’. Dr. Hultzsch added a note to the’ remarks made on 
this nam3 by Mr. J. Ramayya Pantulu, to this cfTcct — “Perhaps the 
name is connected with Bhujabala^ a surname of the Hoysalas .”5 

That this was not so, and that it was a little common amongst 
almost all Hindu monarchs from the times of the Santaras down to the 
•^last days of Vijayanagara will be made out from the following I'al ' 

DYNASTY. RULP:R. YKAR. REFERENCK. 

Santara. Bhujabala Sanlara. A.D. 1066. EC. VIII, Nr. 59, p. 154 

• ^ Nr. 38P 143; Nr. 35, p. 135 

,, Bhujabala * A.D. 1157. EC. VI, Kp. 14, p. 78. 

Vira Santa Deva. 

Kalachuriya. Bhujabala Chakra- » (.^) A. D. EC. VIII, SI. 346, p. 61 
varti Bijjala Deva. • * 1160 a 

Sinda. Bhujabala BhIma 7th year. No. no A of Suppl. to the 

Vira Bijjana Deva. Vijaya. Ep.E 'p. S. c^rc. for 1927. 
Kalachuriya. Bhujabala Ciiakra,- A.D. 1162. EC. VII, Sk. 112, p. 71. 
vpti 'I'ribhuvana- 
malla Bijjala Deva. 

,, Bhujabala Chakra A.D. ii7o(?) EC. VIl Sk. 171, p. 112 

varti Rayamurari 
Sovi I eva. 

Ganga. Bhujabala Oanga A.D. 1105. EC, VII, Sk. 4 p. 8. 

Peruinadi I eva. 

,, ’ ,, ?A.D. 1112. EC. yil, Sh. 64. p. 25. 

Ganga. Bhujabala Ganga. 1245 A. D.(?) EC. VII Sh. 87, p. 34. 

,, Tribhuvanamalla A.D. 1113. EC. VIII, Sh. 97, p. 3*;. 

Bhujabala Ganga 
Pfermmadi Leva. 

4 Sejwrell, Ep Ind, vol IX, p, 174 
0 Ep. Ind. vol VII, p. 79 

9 
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Yadava. Bhujabala Chakra- A.D. 1230 No. 200 of Suppl. to the iSJp 
varti Singhana D 5 va ** -31 Eeport 8, Ciicle 1927. 

Bhujabala Pratapa A.D. 1243. EC. VIII, Sb. 217, p. 37. 
Chakravarti Simhana 
^ Deva. 

,, Bhujabala Pratapa A.D. 1248. EC. VII Sr. J17 p. 130. 

Chakravarti Khan- ; 

dhara Deva. , 

,, Bhujabala Rama- A.D. 1283. EC. VIII Sb. 189, p. 30. 

Chandra. g • 

,, Yadavanarayana loth year. No. 205 of Ep. Report for 

Bhujabala Praudha the S. Circle for iqx^. 

Pratapa Chakra- 
varti Vira Rama- 
chandra. 

Hoysala. The mighty Vishnu A.D. 1117. EC. V, Bl. 71, p. 60, 

named Bhujabala 
Ganga. 

^ ,, ,, A.D. 1120. EC. Bl. 147, p. 04 - 

,, Bhujabala Vira A.D. 1279. EC. VI, 'I'k. 9, p. 104. 

' Somesvara. 

Vi jay a- Bhujabalaraya ^aka 1421. No, 25 of 1918. 

nagara. Vira Pratapa Saluva (‘®=»A.T). 1499 

(Saluva) Narasinga Deva, -1500) 

father of "J'ammaya « 

Deva Maharay^. ^ c 

,, Narasinga Bhujaba- Sakai424(= No. 47 of 1916. 

laraya Danmaraya. A.D. 1502-3) 

,, Kumara Vira Nara- Saka i437(=» No. .^08 of 1913. 
simha Bhujabala A.D, 1508-9) 

Vasantaraya. 

,, Vira^lKmjabala A.D. 1524. E \ IX, Ma. 82 p. 61. 

KrishnadSvaraya. 

,, (Prince Tirumala 6aka 1446 Ep. Report, iox . 

is called the son of) •'A.D. 

Bhujabala Vira 1524-5 

Prataps Krishna 
Devaraya. 

* Aravidu. Bhujabala Deva 5 aka 1503 No. 323 of 1923; Ep. Repi. 

Ranga II. = A.D. 1581-2 for 1923, p, 115. 

Bhujabalaraya, Svabhanu, No. 44$ of* 1920. 

an officer of Magha, Su.i, 

flandeya Nay aka, 
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Aravidu. Bhujapratapa Dhatu, Kart- Ep. RepU for 1915, p, 109. 
Basavappa tika, ^u. 5 . , 

Odeya, — the Bhuja 

' pratapa of Krishna * 

Devaraya 

The “Ehujabala” referred to in “Mg.41'' cannot be identified 
with any of the names given in the above list. Mr. Sewell’s ejtplanation 
that it may refer to Krishna Deva’s “own exploit shortly after he cam^ 
to the throne.” cannot be accepted, when we have examined the internal, 
eviderce as given in “Mg,42”, and the hi^ory of the conquests of Krishna 
D5va. There is nothing in the inscription which suggests that* “Bhujabala” 
was the name of Krishna Deva or that he came to Tuiuva in 1516 A.D. 
or earlier; but ‘he epigraph clearly indicates the name of one of his 
generals. In the original we have ^rimatu Sriman maharaja Ihiraja 
Rajaparam ^svara Sri Vira Krishna Raya Maharayaru Sukha-sankatha- 
vinodadim-prithvirajyamgey-uttihalli.’’6 From this it is evident that the 
emperor was “ruling the kingdom of the world” (i.e., was probably in 
the capital), and was not conducting a campaign. If the engraver wanted 
to convey the idea of the emperor’s presence in Tuiuva, some siyy’^ 
expression like the following would have been used: — “when that KrijUna 
Raya Maharaya was in the camp (bidu) of — ”7 The reference to one of 
his generals is stated in these words— “Vi jayanagarada Bhujabala Maha- 
riya Tulurayada mele dandu bandu!”® It is this General with whose 
identification we are for the present concerned. We cannot agree with 
Mr. Sewell, who places the event mentioned in “Mg.41” in the early 
years of Krishnadeva’s reign, when*^4hat monarch was engaged in the 
subjugation of the Ummatur chieftains, even ai^cording to Mr. Sewell’s own 
estimate. For we are told by him the following— “We learn from other 
sources that about this tir^Q (i.e., A.D. 1510) Krishnadevaraya was enga- 
ged with a refactory vassal in 4he Maisur country, the Ganga Rajah of 
Ummatur, andt was completely successful. ”9 If Krishnadeva conquered 
the Ganga Ra;ah in 1510 A.D., he would not have takep six years — the 
date of the inscription “Mg.31” is 1516 A.D. — to' cross the Maisur 
territory in order to punish another refractory chieftain in Tuiuva. Nor 
would the latter commemorate in A.D. 1516 an event that, had taken place 
six years earlier! The fact is, there is nothing for us to suspect that the 
event mentioned in “Mg, 41” had taken place prior to A.D. 1516. As 
Mr. Sewell relates" Krishpadevaraya was away in the^^east in or about A.D. 
1516, although inscriptions of the same date give us the information that 
the great ruler was for a brief space of time in the capital in the course of 

6 E.C. VI, M9.41 o. o. p. 261 (Text) 

7 E.C. Vin, Sb. 27a, p, 249. , 

8 E.C, VI, Mg.4l op.cit ^ 

9 Sowell. Forgotteri Empire, p, 130 
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Aravidu. Bhujapratapa Dhatu, Kart- Ep. Kept, for 1915, p. 109. 

Basavappa tika, ^u. 5 

^ Odeya, — thfe Bhuja 

pratapa of Krishna 
Devaraya 

The , “Rhujabala” referred to in “Mg.41’’ cannot be identified 
with any of the names given in the above list. Mr. Sewell’s explanation 
that it may refer to Krishna Deva’s “own exploit shortly after he cam^ 
to the throne.” cannot be accepted, when we have examined the internal, 
evidence as given in ‘*Mg.42”, and the hi^ory of the conquests of Krishna 
Deva. There is nothing in the inscription which suggests thaf “Bhujabala” 
was the name of Krishna Deva or that he came to Tuluva in 1516 A. D. 
or earlier; but ^he epigraph clearly indicates the name of one of his 
generals. In the original we have Srimatu &ritnan maharaja Ihi raj a 
Rajaparam 'ivara ^ri Vira Krishna Raya Maharayaru Sukha-sankatha- 
vinodadim-prithvir 5 jyamgey-uttihalli .”6 From this it is evident that the 
emperor was “ruling the kingdom of the world” (i.e., was probably in 
the capital), and was not conducting a campaign. If the engraver wanted 
to convey the idea of the emperor’s presence in Tuluva, some sujf'n? 
expression like the following would have been used: — “when that Krijuna 
Raya Maharaya was in the camp (bidu) of — ”7 'Fhe reference to one of 
his generals is stated in these wprds— “Vijayanagarada Bhujabala Maha- 
riya Tulurayada mole dandu banduV’® It is this General with whose 
identification we are for the present concerned. We cannot agree with 
Mr. Sewell, who places the event mentioned in “Mg.41” in the early 
years of Krishaadeva’s reign, when**|hat monarch was engaged in the 
subjugation of the Ummatur chieftains, even according to Mr. Sewell’s own 
estimate. For we are told by him the following — We learn from other 
sources that about this tii]^e (i.e., A.D. 1510) Krishnadevaraya was enga- 
ged with a refactory vassal in *ihe Maisur country, the Ganga Rajah of 
Ummatur, andc was completely successful. If Krishnadeva conquered 
the Ganga Rajah in 1510 A.D., he would not have tak^q six years — the 
date of the inscription “Mg.31” is 1516 A.D.— to"" cross the Maisur 

territory in order to punish another refractory chieftain in Tuluva. Nor 
would the latter commemorate in A.D. 1516 an event thahhad taken place 
six years earlier! The fa!ct is, there is nothing for us to suspect that the 
event mentioned in “Mg,4i” had taken place prior to A.D. 1516. As 
Mr. Sewell relates" Krishnadevaraya was away in the* east in or about A.D. 
1516, although inscriptions of the same date give us the information that 
the great ruler was for a brief space of time in the capital in the course of 

6 E.C. VI, M9.41 o. o. p. 261 (Text) 

7 E.C, Virt, Sb. 2781, p, 249. 

8 E,C, VI, Mg.4l op.cit 

9 Sewell, Forgotten Empire, p, 130 
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his famous campaigns. From the, inscription at brisailam dated baka 
1483, Yuva, Sravanat ^u. di. 15, Wednesday ( Juiy 25th, Wednesday A.D. 
1^15 ), 10 we learn that Krishnadevariya after bestowing gifts at Amaiavati. 
came to 6 ri Parvatam and had mandapas constructed in the car street. 
According to the inscription at Ahobalam dated Saka 1438, Yuva, Pushya 
6u. di. 15. Friday ( December 21st Friday, A. D. i5i8)ii«the king on 
his seconS compaign visited Ahobalam, and presented the god with greaf 
gifts. Did Krishnadev^araya in the short interval between his firsthand , 
second campaign, when he was in the capital, think of leading an army 

into ‘Tujuva’? This seems mo^ unlikely when we realise two facti — the 
position of the petty Tuluva chieftain Immadi Bhairasa Odeyar, and the 
nature of the seccgid campaign of Krishnadev^a. It is was in the course 
of this great war in 1515-6 A.D. that he subjugated KfUinga,^ Bezwada, 
the MahapStra rulers, .stormed the forts of Anantagiri, Undrakonda, Aruva- 
pajli, Jallipalli, Kandikonda, Kappaluvayi, Nallakonda, Kammbamettu, 
Kanakagiri, Sankagiri, and other fortresses, and marched into the heart 
of the Kalinga country where at Potnuru he planted a pillar of victory. 

In the S’aka year 1438 Dhatu (A, I). 1516, April) he returned from his 
northern victories and built the northern gipiiram of the Chidambaram 
T^ple .13 A monarch who had thus won at the point of his sword* the 
eastern regions, would not have thought it worth while to march against 
an insignificant and faint hearted rule^ of Tujuva who, fleeing from his 
country, sought shelter under the siegis of his tutelary god. 'Fhe ‘Bhujabala’ 
therefore, has to be referred to as a leader of Krisanadevaraya — a general 
who about A.D. 1515 must have been near-abouts Tuluva. We cannot 
identify him with any officer of Handgyanayaka because we have no evi- 
dence till now that this latter chie^ thad anything to do with 'fuluva. 
On the other hand, we may identify him with a general of the Vijaya- 
nagara emperor, whose surname was Bhujabala, and who was .sent by 
his master to the Western Ghauts in .^,D.*5i5. ^Such a person who 
satisfies all conditions is Made niyaka. In A.D. 1515 M^de nayaka was 
non the Western Ghauts. An inscription of that date informs us that Krishna 
Raya’s Bhujabaf^iwitapa Made-nayaka. for the lord of Puri, (his praise) 
the god SomJsvara of Pura, with unflattering devotion,” bestowed the 
village of Pura^in the Yeleyuru-sthala.i 4 We confess that we do not 
know the causes which brought Madenayaka fo Pura. But there cannot 
be a doubt that it was this same “Krishnaraya’s Bhujabala “Madenayaka 
who is mentioned as^“the Bhujabala of Vijayanagara”*in 1516 A.D. when 
fte frightened the Kalasa-Karkala ruler into . subjection by encamping on 
the Bhavana-channel of Mangaluru. 

10 Ep No 18 of 1915 , Swamikannu Piilai, The Indian Ephemeria, V p; 233 

11 Ep No, 94 ©f 1915 Ep Report for 1915 , p. 109 , Swamikamiu V, Ibid. 

Ep. Report for 1920 , p. 112—11$ 

13 Ep. Repyrt for 1914 , p 98 A, 8, R. for 1908 — 9 , p. I8I 

14 E.C. XIIT Kg. 25 p. 36. Tbii inscription was found in a field in the grarm ’ 

of H 3 suru« Kunigal Taluk, 
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mere are also many pearls and seed-pearls*to be found there^, which are 
brought from Ormuz and Gael— also silk brocades, scarlet cloth and coral. ’7 
Bhatkal was a great seaport during that time, on the west coast, known 
for its exports of iron, spices, drugs, myrabolams and import of horses 
and pearls. After the Portuguese occupation of Goa horses and pearls were 
being imported through that port. 8 

Paes says, that ‘The kingdom has many places on the coast of 
Hidia; they are sea-ports with which we are at peace and in some of 
them we have factories namely Amcola, Mirgeo,^ Honor, Batecalla, Mai^ 
galoA, Bracelor and Bacanor.”^ Thus we find that extensive overseatrtoe 
was carried on during that time. 

About seaborne trade durkig the time of Bukkaraya and Hariha- 
raya II, we have a graphic account of the same in the HaravilSsam'crf 
poet SrJnatha who dedicated it to the merchant prince Avachi I'ippayya 
Sefti of Kanchipura. This merchant prince/uSli his brothers Tirumalase^ti 
and Chamisetti were by appointment ^upj^lyin^ to the courts of Harihara- 
raya, Kumaragiri of Kondavidu, Ferozshah and Gajapati, precious articles 
required by them. He imported camphor plants from the Punjab, gold 
(plate or dust) from Jalanofi, elephants from Simhaladvipa (Ceylon), fine 
horses from Hurumaffji (Ormuz),* pure musk from Goa, pearls from Apaga 
(Sea,) musk (/ca6*lJunA;a{anA;a/n) from Cho|angi and fine silks from China, 
During the tim5 of Devaraya II, according to an epig^^ph'we learn about 
Molupalli the port flourishing on the east coast and the import duties 
levied on the various articles that were imported.H We also know from 

7 Forgotten Empire p 129 8 Ibid p 128 9 Ibid p 237 ^ 

10 Sr'iDathas's Haravilasam Canto I 

11 Ins of the Ma<^Prsy. vol. II Ongole 111 A • 

«'SoSCJ5:5..eX)-jo Q 3 OJ) O ^^(5^ 

t*2^d0oex) JSao'ff'ex) 

rb9o^sS»w oSoBJa 
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Amuktamalyada that elephants yere imported from Ceylon and horses 
from Persia.^ 

• It is interesting to note the precepts laid down by Krishnariya 

were to be followed by him towards the treatment of foreign merchants and 
their^mports. The king should see that the imports in horses, elephants, 
diamonds, sandalwood, and pearls etc. are encouraged ‘and commerce 
develotieSi thereby. The foreigners who land in the territory, on account 
^f famine, disease and exhaustiofi, should be sent to see mines, c*attle, ' 
^nd gardens in the empire. Those who deal in elephants and horses, ^should 
be lodged in good houses in tfie Capital, allowed the audience of the king 
always, and*be given presents. The King should see that the elephants 
and horses imported were dot to be allowed to reach the hands of the 
enemy through them; the merchants should be treated as his ^n friends 
so that they may not do so. 

A Commercial Treaty of A. D. 1546. 

A commercial treaty between the Portuguese and the Vijayanagar 
Emperor Sadasivaraya was executed on 26th February 1546. Rev. HeraS 
in his monumental work on the Aravidu Dynasty, quotes the clauses of 
tn.; treaty in full.^^ The main clauses are quoted below: — 

1 ‘The Governor of Goa will allow Arab and Persian Horses landed 

‘at Goa to be purchased by the King «>r Vijayanagar, none being permit- 

‘ted to be sent to Bijapur nor •to agiy of its ports, and the King of 

‘Vijayanagar will be bound to purchase all those that were brought to his 

‘pprts on quick and proper fkiyment. 

e 

2 ‘The King of Vijaj^yanagartwill compel all the merchants in his 
‘kingdom trading with the coasts to send their goods through Onor 
‘^Honavar) and Barcclor (Barsur), wherein the King of Portugal, will send 
‘factors who will purchase them all and the Governors of India will be 

I • 

forced to send the Portuguese merchants there in order to buy them. 
/On the same way, the King of Vijayanagar will forbid the exportation 
‘of iron and sallpret«e with the kingdom of Adilshah from any port or 

‘or town of his own, and the merchants will be compelled to bring this 

‘merchandise to the harbours of the kingdom of Vijayanagar where they 
‘will be quickly* purchased by the Governor of India not to cause them loss. 

p 

*^0000 

• ej 

• • 

12 Amuktamalyada, Canto II vv 1 & 20 

13 Ibid Canto IV vv 245 and 268 

Heras; Aravidnt Dynasty; and Forgotten Empire p 62 and 186 
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3 ‘All the cloths of the kingdom of Vijayanagar will not be brought 
‘over to the port of Ac^lshah, but either to Ancola or to* Onor (Hanovar) 
‘and in the same way the Governors will find the Portuguese merchants 
‘to go there to purchase them and to exchange them for Copper, Coral, 
‘Vermilion, Mercury, China-silks and all other kinds of goods whjcl^ came 
‘from the kii\gdc>m, and he the King of Vijayanagar will order his mer- 
/chants to purchase them.’' * 

• This treaty, throws a flood of light not only on internal and 
external commerce of the day, but’ also on the perpetual animosities ths^t* 
exists between the banner of the Boar aitd the Crescent. Suffice to say 
such commercial boycott, together with the haughty and arrogant policy 
of the Regent of the day, made the Mohommhdan to rally finally under one 
banner ai^ und?rstand .the old adage “United we stand; divided we 
fall.” The dis-intergration of the empire, tolled the death-knell of the 
I'ortuguese trade. The extracts quoted by Sewell in his history of the 
Fcrgotten Empire, from the writings left by the Portuguese, testify to the 
fact. To quote one. “By this destruction of the Kingdom of Bisnaga, India and 
our stale were much shaken; for the bulk of the trade undertaken by all was 
for^this kingdom, to which they carried horses, velvets, satins and 
sorts of merchandise, by wJiich they made great profits; and the custom 
house of Goa suffered much in its revenue, so that from that date till 
now the inhabitants of Goa begcA to Jive less well; for faizes and fine 
cloths wcie a trade of great importance for Persia and Portugal, and it 
then languished and the gold pagodas, of which every year more than 
500,000 were laden in the ships of^ the kingdom, were then worth 
Tangas, and today they are worth and similarly every kind of coin.’’^^ 


• VI 

THE MILITARY ORGANISATION AND EXPENDITURE. 

• 

The military expenditure of the period was enormous and practi*" 
bally consumed the major portion of either the publfc exchequer or that 
of the viceroy’s treasury. We had already an occasion to mention, when 
dealing with the Viceroys of the Vijayanagar Fmpire, that the Provincial 
Satraps had to maintain a fixed army of infantry, cavalry, and elephants 
according to the income derived by them, to preserve peace and order, and^ 
to assist the Emp^-or during his campaigns. • 

The military of the* day consisted of “infantry, cavalry and the force 
‘of Elephants. 1 Acording to Paes. “Now I desire you to know that this 

15 Forgotten Empire pp. 210 — 211, 

1. Amuktamalyada, Canto lY. 232; 233. 

2 
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“King has continously a milion fighting toops in which are included S5,ooo 
“cavalry in armour; ‘all these are in his pay and he has these troops 
‘‘always together and ready to be despatched to any quarter whenever 
“such may be necessary. I said, being in the city of Bisnega, the king 
“despatching a force against a place, one of which hi has by the sea 
“coast, and the sent fifty captains with 1,50,000 SoldierS, amongst whom 
“there wete many cavalry. He has many elephants and when the king 
^‘wishes to show the strength of his power amongst the three kings border- 
' Ving on the kingdom, they say that he puts into the field two million 
“soldiers; in consequence of which he is the most feared of kings of^any in 
“these parts. ”2 There can be no exaggeration in this, Nuniz states that 
a force of 703,006 foot, 82,^00 horses and 551 elephants was mobilised 
when Krishnariya marched against RaichurS Abdur Razak?^ states that the 
army consisted of eleven lacs of men (11,00,000). Yel another Traveller 
estimated the figure of the army at about a million men and upwards. •'i 
Personal Retinue of the King. 

Nuniz states, that beside the large army that was maintained fdf 
•dhe defence of the kingdom, the king has continually fifty thousand paid 
solaiers amongst whom are six thousand horsemen who belong to the P^flace 
Guard, to which six thousand belong the two hundred, wdio are obliged 
to ride with him. He has also twenty thousand spearmen and shield 
bearers and three thousand men it loo^ after the elephants and stables. 

Military Expenditure. 

‘ Abdur Razack informs that the payment to the troops was made 
every four months. 7 The niaintenan(|p^ of elephants and horses, certainly 
entailed a heavy expenditure. “He has sixteen hundred grooms who attend- 
ed the horses and has also three hundred horse trainers, and two thousand 
artificers viz., blacksmiths, masons and carp^iters and washermen w^ho 
w'ash clothes. These are the people he has and pays*every day; he gives 
ahem their allowance at the gate of the Palace, lo tlie six thousand 
horsemen, the King ,^gives houses free and gives provision tor them every 
month and all these horses are marked with the King's mark.® Peas also 
comments “how great expenses may be, and besides these that of the 
servants who hdve the care of the horses, and elephants, and by this you 

c 

2. Forgotten Empire p, 230. 
c 3, Ihidt p. 107. 

4. Elliot’s History of India, vol. IV. pp. 107, 

6 , Forgotten Empire page 148. An aacount of Krishnariya’s campigns is given 
in RayavachakjLmu where the vast armies led by the Emperor are described. 

6 ibfd,«p. 381 

9 Elliot’s History of India, vol IV p. 105 — 125 

8 Forgotten Empire, p. 381. 
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will be able to judge what will be the revenue of the City.^ Krish^a- 
devaraya lays down the maxim that th% King should ^ivide his income into 
four parts and two parts of the same should be spent for the defence of 
the Kingdom, i.e., of^the army. 10 That means more than 50% of the Public 
exchequer was spent on the maintenance of the military force. 

Artillery. 

! Paes mentions that among the troops, he witnessed, he •had seen 

“mu^queteers with their musquets and blunderbrusses^^ and describes how 
“the valleys and all the ground trembled with the discharges of arms and, 
musqit2ts;and to see the bombs and lire mirsiles over the plains. In the 
battle of Raichur cannons were used by Krishnaraya.I^ 

Cavalry. 

Quring the time of Krishnaraya, and efficient cavalry was main- 
tained which gained for its master victories over many a field of battle. 
The Emperor-Poet in his Peom '' Amuktamalyadd*^ describes how he won 
victories against the troops of Adilkhan with the assistance of his 
^avalry alone. The horses for the cavalry, were purchased, from 
the Portugese who settled at that time on the West Coast and from the 
Ara^ merchants who traded with the Vijayanagar City at that 
Krishnaraya describes the horses that are born in and purchased from the 
countries of Bahlika; Parasika ^aka; Dhara and Aratti countries. They 
are so high that the rider cannot ^ 5 t on^heir back without the help of two 
Anka-Vanni but when they run ^ith the bodies stretched they will 
so short that the feet of the rider touch the ground. Nuniz states “that 
the King buys twelve, thirteen thouscgid horses of Ormuz and country-breds 
of which he chooses the best for • liis own syibles and gives the rest 
to his Captains and gains much money by them; because after taking 
out good Persian horses, he sells those which are country-bred and gives 
five for a thousand raradaft)S, and they are obliged to pay him the money 
for them in the month of September; and with the money so obtained, 
he pays for the Arabs, that he buys of the Portugese, in such a way-< 
that his captailis pay the cost of the whole withoiU anything going oat 
of the Treasury”.lG 

The accession of Krishparaya to the throne s^ncronised with 
the advent of the Portugiiese on the west coast. The Portugese Governor 
Albuquerque conquered, Goa on the west coast in March A. D. 1510 and* 

9 Ibid, p, 281 

10 Amuktamalyada, Canto lY v, 238 

11 Forgotten Empire, p. 279 

12 Ibid p. 279 13 Ibid p. 842 

14 Canto 1. Stanza 42 

15 Canto 2, Yerse 29 

» 16 Forgotten Empire, pages $81—82 
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after some vicissititudes of fortune, ^firmly established his power there at 
the end of the same* year. Krishnaraya did not ^ake much notice of the 
^dvent of this European power on the west coast, as he might have 
thought, that it would not cause to be any menace ' to his empire. The 
Portuge^ were fortunate enough to secure some important concessions at 
his hands and to be allowed to build a fort at Bhatkal. <^Th^ exnperor was 
anxious tb secure fine horses from them, for his perpetual wars against 
the Mohammadan foe Adil Shah, who his in turn also in vain approached 
c the Portugese for the supply of horsej: for the wars he waged against the 
Vijayanagar Emperors. At one time, the Emporor offered Albuqfierque 
£. 20,000 fof the exclusive right to trade in horses but the latter did not 
accede to the request of the monarch. However Albequerque promised 
that he would give to the Emperor the right of “refusal dt all hjs horses if 
he would pay him 30,000 cruzadoo per annum for the supply, and send his 
own servants to Goa to fetch away the animals and also that he would 
aid the king in his war if he was paid the expense of his troops. 

Description of the Cavalry by Paes. 

Paes was an eye witness of the splendour of the cavalry of* the 
day. He describes the riders and the horses vividly in the folk)\;ing 
terms. “The cavalry were mounted on horses fully caparisoned and on 
theirforehead with plates some of silver but most of them gilded, with fringes 
of twisted silk of all colours and reins of the same, others had trappings 
of Mecca velvet, which is velvet of many colours with fringes and orna- 
ments: others had them on other silkjf, such as satins and damask, and 
others of brocade from China and P^^ia. Some of the men with gilded 
plates had them set with many large precious stones and on the borders 
lacework of small stones. Some of these horses had on their foreheads, 
heads of serpents and of other large aniqials of varjous kinds, made in 
such a strange manner that they were a sight to see for tjic perfection of 
•^heir make- The horsemen were dressed in quilted tunics, ^also of brocade 
and velvet and every kind of silk. These tunics are made of layers of 
very strong raw leather and furnished with other iron plates that make 
them strong; some have these plates gilded both inside and out, and some 
are made of silver. Their headpieces are in the manner of helmets on 
•the borders covering the neck and each had its piece to protect the face; 
they are of the samg fashion as the tunics. They wear on the neck gor- 
gets, all gilded, others made of silk with plat;ps ©f gold and silver, others 
of steel as bright as a mirror- At the waists they have swords and small 
battle axes and -in their hands javelins with the shafts covered with gold 
and silver.”18 

c 

17 Ihid p. 1?P 

18 Ibid p. 876 
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Infantry. 

Infantry formed the bulk of tRe army of the* Empire and contain 
ed the best of the human blood of the day. The weapons used wen 
arrows, battle axes, spears, swords, bombs and messiles and the infantr 
can therefore, be roughly divided into archers, shieldmen, and niusc^ueteers 
The description o{ the infantry is minutely presented to us by Paes.^^ T< 
qpote him again : “Shieldmen with their shields, with many ilowerf of gob 
and silver on them, others with figures of Tigers and other great beasts 
’others all covered with silver leaf work beautifully wrought, others wit! 
paintetj colours, others black so polished, that you can sec into them, a 
into a mirror, and their swords so richly ornamented that they would no 
be possibly move so. Of the archers, I must, tell you^ that they hav 

bows plated withhold and silver, and others have them polished an 

their arrow! very neat and feathered that they could not be better; dagger 
but their waists and battle-axes with the shafts and ends of gold and silver 
then you see musqueteers with their musquets and blunderbusses and thei 

thick tunics, all in their order. Then the moors with their javelin 

a«d Turkish bows, with may bombs and spears and fire missiles. 

The narative of the description of the army of the day will 
incoiflplete without that of the ' Gajabalam' or elephant forces. Again^we 
go to Paes for information. He says, “The elephants in the same way 

are covered with caparison of velvet and gold with fringes and rich 

clothes of many colours and with bells so that the earth resounds; and on 
, their heads are painted faces of gaints and other kinds of beasts. On 
the back of each one of them are three or four men dressed in thdir 
quilted tunics and armed with shields^ and javelins and they are arrayed 
as ii for a fray.’’^^ Niiniz gives yet another account of the War ele- 
phants. “The war elephants go with their ^hoivlaha' from which four 
men fight on each side of them and the elephants are completely clothed 
and on their tusks tlfby have knives fastened, much ground and sharpened 
with which they* do great harm.”-^^ 

• Portresses in the Empire. 

The whole empire was studded with innumerable forts, strongly 
armed with garrisons to defend them when necessity arose. The forts were 
divided into four kinds 'Stj^ala Diirga, ^Jala Durga' *Giri Durga' and 
■ Vana Durga\^'^ 'Sthala Durga means fort built on land; Jala Durga 
means fort sorrounded or protected by water on all ^sides; Giri Durga 

\ 

19 Ibid p. 277 

20 Ibid p. 327 See also the description of the Battle of Raichur p. 327 

21 Ibid P. 277 

22 Ibid p. 328 • 

22 Hamarajiyamu of Vdnkiah in Sources of Vijayanagar History p. 80, 

In the Ahebilam and the Amaravati Inscriptions of Sri Erishnaddvar&ya the 
names of Sthala Durga and Q-iri Durga are mentioned, ^ 



K. ISVARA DUTT. 




14 . 

means fort constructed on a rock or hill and Fana Durga means fort in 
the midst of forests^ or protected By forest on all sides. The names of 
the forts that we came across both in the inscriptions and the contempo- 
rary literature are given below. 'Fhe list may be pritty long, but it shows 
the impregnable position of the Empire when it was in its zenith. 

c • 

North Eastern Portion of the Empire. . 

^Vinukonda, Kondavidu, Bellaiiikonda, Velupukonda, JallipalR, 
oKambham-metu Kottaih, Kanakagiri, Mademf(Madgolc) Oddadi, Rajahmcindry, 
^and Kon^apalli. 

Central Portion > 

Ganginenikonda, Kandanolu (Karnul), Kalumkolu, Kotarachuru 
Raichur), Mosalimadugu, Yatagiri, (Yadgir) Satanikota,^ Gutti, Adavani, 
Chandragiri, Penukonda, Gandikota, Anegondi. Miidgal, Skulapadu, 
Vijiayanagar, Dharapuram, Gingi, and Bonagiri, (Bhuvangiri). 

Eastern Portion. 

Kandakur and Udaigiri. 

Southern Portion. 

, Sivsamudram, ^riringapatnam, Madura, and Rajah- 

W estern Portion , 

Bha^kal, Mangalore, and Banjkuru. 

Krishi;iraya propounds h^'s owfi policy towards the maintenance of 
the forts and its garrisons. In his view the Brahmin only should be entrusted 
with the charge of the forts, and that he should be put in command of 
sufficient of troops to withstand any^^formidable fee. The fort should be 
provided even with the proverbial chee*se of the tiger and arrangements made 
to last at least for one hundred years. The jjrecept he propounded was 
put into practice and we already noticed el^whare that most of his 
viceroys, generals and ministers hail fron! the Brahmin rm-nmnnitv 


^^nbhiram 


VII 

FORElQfl POLICY AND TREATMENT OF CONQUERED CHIEFS. 

, The foreign policy of the emperors till the time of Sadasiva 

Raya was passive and it was only during the period ^of the unfortunate 
4 and imbecile Emperor, that the de-facto rulgr, Rimaraya, the astute 
statesman, diverted* all his political acumen and indefatigable energies 
through channels of intrigue and ''divide^et-impera"’. The foreign policy 
became haughty and aggressive and the vast Emoire naid the everlasting 
p^alty for fhe same, 

Sd Amukthamalyada, Canto vy. 207 and 26X* 
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Slowly and silently the founders of the Empire expanded its 
territories without any shew of thirst for land and *desire for ppwer. 
Bukka I., The first inperialist, as we may call him, and crown prince 
Kampann, had the innate ambition to expand the boundaries of the 
Kingdom and the result was the con(»ivist of Chola and Tandy a tenri tones 
of the south, the fulers of which were the enemies of the Kings of 
Vijayanagar. The Mohammadan rule at Madura was rooted out with the 
ostensible object of restoring the religion and peace of the country.! 

^ The main object of the foreign policy of the emperors seems to 
be to drive out the Mohammedans from the beccan successfully, and the 
object was attained for three centuries. Extricated from the prison 
cell of the Mohammadan Emperor, the founder of the timpire, began tc 
think of th^ extirpation of the powder of the crescent. The Moham- 
madan viceroyalty at Anigundi was abolished and the two illustrious 
founders, and especially the yonger Imperialist wanted to blandish the 
sword. The result was, as we had already seen the conquest of the south 
uft to the present Madura and 'Fricbinopoly Districts. The last trace of 
the Mohammadan rule in the Peninsula was thus wiped out.^ 

» It was an irony of fate, that when, the foundation was laid 1o\ 
the Hindu Empire in the south to resist the tide of aggrssion of the 
Mohammadans in the north, another* foundation was laid, a decade later 
for a Mohommadan pover, the Bahar^ani kingdom at Kalubarige (Gulbarga) 
the establishment and consequent dismemberment of which, continuouslj 
affected the foreign policy of the Vijayanagar Empererse; and till the 
final unity of the dismembered parts ^of the same, dug the grave of the 
Empire in the South. 

The bone of contention between the Bahamani Kingdom of the 
north and th^ Vijayanigar limpire in the South was the Raichur Doab 
a triangular piece of ^.errilory tfiat lay between the juncture of the 
Krishfta and Tifngabhadra rivers. I'his piece of territory, correspond! 
to Alsace-Lorraine of Europe, for the poesesnion of^ which constanth 
w-ars were waged by the two formidable powers. I'he foreign policy o 
the Emperors upto Krish»a Raya, had always a certain bearing on tin 
conquest of this Doab. Raichur and Mudgal were the tVo importan 
forts that lay in that territory. The vanquished Mohommadan felt th< 
humility of the loss^ and the victorious Hindus felt the pride of th< 
gain. But both the humiliation and the hilarity that were engenderec 
in the breasts of the two contending parties, gradually did sow the seed! 
for the downfall of the Hindu Empire. The vicissitudes of future tha 
attended the efforts at its possession, will be briefly narrated here 
showing only the foreign* policy of the Vijayanagar. 

I 1 Kafipara^fa Charitam in Sources of Vijayanagar History ^ p. 23 
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Bukka I. claimed the Z)oa6 from Mujahid Shah Bahamani and 
annexed it to his territories, but subsquently abandoned the same and ^ 
rifcreed to receive the trubute from the successor of Mujahid. Another 
attempt by Bukka If. was futile and in his turn, ha^d to pay the Sultap * 
a lar,getindemity and a:i annual tribute. Devariya II, provoked by 
Sultan Alauddin, invaded the Bahamani Kingdom, laid «waste the territory 
that comprised the doab and conquered the two forts of Raichur and 
fMudgal. But the war ended with the cessation of hostilities on ^either, 
^sidc, the old bounderies were restored and the Vijayanagar King had 
still to pay the annual tribute?.^ During the time of Krishna D'evariya 
it was (iinally annexed to the Vijayanagar Empire after the battle of 
Raichur, since wanted to hnanlly settle the subject ‘Of contention. 
Robert swell describes the political effects of the Batfie of ^Raichur as 
follows: 

“The Hindu victory so weakened the power and prestige of the 
Adil Shah that he ceased altogether to dream of any present conquest on 
the south and turned his attention to cem.mting alliances withe the oth^r 
Mohammadan Sovereigns, his neighbours. The victory also caused all 
(‘ other Mohammadan Powers in the Deccan similarly to reflect or* the 
political situation of the South and this had eventually led to a combi- 
nation of all of thorn, half a century later which finally overthrew the 
Vijayanagar Empire and cleared the way for the south. It further 
effected the Hindus generally by rousing in them a spirit of pride and 
arrogance, which added fuel to the lire, and became possitively intoler- 
able to their neighbours, and acceler:?ted their own downfall. 

, V 

Relations with the Qajapatis. 

The Gajapatis was the second foe which, the Vijayanagar Empire 
had to reckon with The expansion of the Phnpire in the East and North- 
East was hindered by the Kingdom of Kalinga which bordered on those two 
sides. The aggressive spirit of the King of Kaliriga, was a force to be 
reckoned with and .'he safety of the P^mpire lay only in consolidating the 
same to the limits of natural bounderies i, c. on the East, the Bay of 

Bengal and on the north by the river Krishna The death of Deva- 

raya 11. was, unfortunately, taken advantage ef by the Gajapati and the 
Asvapati (Bahamani Sultan) who at once entered into a confederacy and 
invaded the Vijayan^agar Empire. They then penetrated as far as Kanchi, in 
^ the south. 

2 The accounts of the Ferishta and Abdul Raisack are conflicting on this 
point, but the latter who states that Devaraya II. was successful in the expedition 
mfli? be trusted as he was at that time in the great Hjndu cajgital— Ed, 

3 Forgotten Empire p. X55. 
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in the Sanskrit Drama ' 0 (m^adafai>raiupavilaiafh the joint 
invasion of Vijayanagarl^ the Sultan anti the King of Kalinga, is mentioned, 
but it states that the invasion was bravely withstood by the Einperog 
Mallikirjuna. Certain* epigraphs found in the South Arcoi District confirm 
the statement of southern invasion by the King of Kalinga. The invasion 
was not a passing in-road but a permanent occupation of territory on the 
East Coast right upto the Tanjore District.^ Naturally the ViJayaHagar 
^ Emperors had to deal with the invader with a firm hand. The matters^ 
stood as they were, till the advent of the great Sajuva Chief and after- , 
wards d?'.mperor, Siluva Narasimha Raya jvho by defeating the ruler of* 
Kalinga regained the lost territories and added the provinces of fcon^avl^u 
and Udaigiri to the Vijayanagar Empire* with^he assistance of his Tuluva 
Chieftain Isvara •Narasariya. But the two forts again changed hands 
during the time of Immadi Narasimhariya and Vira Narasimharlya’ 
Finally it was left to Emperor Krishnariya to inflict signal defeats on 
the King of Kalinga and take his son and nobles captives in war as 
evidenced by the Emperor’s Udaigiri and Kondvidu Inscriptions*. 

Treatment of the Gnemy. 

y 

» Except perhaps of in cases, where, rebellious chiefs were killed 
during the course of battles waged, treatment of the enemy that actually 
surrendered, was generous accordiiig to the Literary and Epigraphical 
evidence we have got. Sdmadevar|ja w^io assisted the founders of 
Empire in the conquest of AnSgondi, by fighting against the its Mabom* 
medan ruler, took the latter captive and released him after he had made 
obeisance. The captive prince was 8o pleased with his victorious foe, 
that he sent him a present of 6,000 %orse andP promised to namfe hie pwn 

son after his Captor.7 Though Kat^tparayachariidTH mentions that 

Simubuvaiiya was killed battle by Kampariya,8 the Telugu poem 
Jaimini Bharata^^ • and the Sanskrit poem Saluvabhyudoyaih^^ mention 
that Simbuvariya was reinstated on the throne after he was captured. 
Krishna Riya*s» treatment of his subdued enemies was exemplary and ' 
noteworthy. In his first victorious campaign agafhst the Ummattur 
tbe subjugated chiefs were restored to their position after they made their 
obeisance.il In his treatment of prince Virabhadra Gajapati and other 


4 Ep* Rep, 1919. Para 47 

5 Baluvabhyudayatn, Canto iv in SourceA of Vijayanagar Hietory^ p. 90 
and Varahapuramm. Canto vr. 80, 31. 

6 Nellore Inscriptions, Udaigiri No. 40 and Ep,lvi. vol VI, pp 177—988, 

7 Sources of Vijayanagar History, p. 79 

8 Ihid page 28. 9 Ibid, Canto 1. yeree 32 

10 Saluvabhffydayam Canto I. yy. 46—47 

11 Krishna Raya Vtjayam Canto III, 
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Chiefs of Kalinga. Krish^adevariya, had set an example not only to his 
.successors, but' also* to other Emperors. They w^re captured alive and ^ 
^thc prince Virabhadra was even given a principality to rule over, accord* 
lug t® an inscription.!^ ® ' 

• • Kri.shna Raya lays down incidentally in his work Amuktamalyada 
the following precepts for guidance, towards the treatment of the subdued 
focsle. ' 

• I. 'Phe ambassadors of the hostile king should be respected » 

•^and by that means, the foe would become a friend. 

2. After you have s^ubdued your foe, do not kill him, but take 

his property. What can a serpant do, if its fangs are taken out ? If you 
let him off without killing him, he will trust you for th^e kindness showm 
to him. ^ 

3. The king should ascertain by various means, the invisible 
foe and should deal with him severely and boldly. If’ he does not do so 
he is failing in his duty. 

Then he propounds the following principles for the guidance P)f 
^ king in his foreign policy.!^ 

^ I. The friendship 'of a foe can be gained only by the kind 
treatment of his ambassadors. 

2. Like the boar wh^h sleeps on the pinnacle of a mountain 
w'ith one eye opened and the other sHut, the king should always have an 
eye on his enemies, while administering the kingdom. 

3. When the king is haras:sed by his own party he should make 
friends with his enemy even by ceding him half his own kingdom, as the 
danger from his own party is more than that from that of snake. 

4. The enemy Avho is afraid, of^^ approaching the kingdom, 
should never be conquered by force. He should be made to move on 
his own accord, until he is caught, like the fish which is slowdy dragged 
to the shore by the fisherman. 

5. The king should never determine to subdue the enemy with 
vengeance. He should be tactful. 

6. When the enemy is surrounded on all sides, by the forces, 
his forces should not be massacred. 

7.. The kingdom of the tnemy and the forts that be in it may 
„ be conquered. If their w’omen are captured, extencf to them the same 
treatment, which they would receive at their own homes. Do not talk 
harshly with their ambassadors. 

12 Sp. Cam. vol, IX, D.G. ]07 u 

^ 13 Canto IV, Verses, 225« 235 and 250 
14 Canto iV Verses: 225. 241. 249, 251. 263. 264, 267 e^nd 269. 
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8. If the territory of the en^my is impenetrable on account of 
the thick forests, mountains and full of poisonous * waters, dangerous 
diseases, the king should not enter the same, though it fetches hin^ 
fabulous wealth, but send his soldiers only to subdue the same. 

ReUtiQiis between the Empire and the Portuguese. 

’ The arrival of the Portuguese on the West Coast, syftcronised 

• the beginning of the rule of Krishnaiiya. The advent of the foreign# 
power was little noticed by him. He might have felt confident^* 
that the mighty empire could cope with thtf small Christian power on the 
West Coast, His anxiety to secure the horses of the best breed, always 
swayed his policy towards the Portuguese and 'he^ maintained continuously 
cordial relations with them. So during the time of his successors, whose 
policy also was influenced by the same purpose, friendly relations conti- 
nued and culminated in a commercial treaty with the Portuguese Cover- 
nor.15 There was a short period of clash between the two and it did 
lyt effect the mutual good-will that existed between the two powers. 
'Phe general result of non interference with this small maritime power was 
the Ijpss of the rich pearl fisheries on the Pandyan Coast and the gradjiaf 
conversion of the people to Christianity on the West Coast. 


THE KINO AND THE MINISTER. 

The King In Vlfdyanagar Polity. 

I'he \Tjayanagar sovereign was at no time a blood-thirsty tyrant 
but a constitutional monar^i who sought the counsel of a minister or a 
council of ministers, appointed to his Court. He was not the master of 
his subjects, but their servant. Emperor Krishparaya says, ‘The anointed ^ 
king who is equal to God and who is created by God « ... should put 

up with the trouble and relieve the sufferings ot the world ... So 
with great care and according to your power, you should attend to the 
work of protecting the goori and punishing the wicked without neglecting 
anything that you see or hear ... A crowned King should always rule with 
an eye towards 'Dhmrma*, So skilfully fulfilling your# 'Dkarma' you get 
rid of your threefold debt and attain fame among your equals. 1 Thus the 
guiding policy of the monarch was the welfare of this subjects, irrespective 
of their religion or race. He is the protector of the oonressed and benefactor 
• 

16 Forgotten Empire/gp, 116 and 180, 

» 1 Amifi/ctamalyada, Canto lY Verse 285 
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of the pooT. We have already seei\j the interferehce of the King in putting 
down the tyranny of his governors, reducing the foxes whenever necessary 
«nd abolishing some obnoxious ones. His anxiety to foster trade and bene- 
fit the cultivator by improving the irrigation of the soil, we have noticed on 
a prer/ious occasion. 'Ffie benevolent policy andUbe religious neutrality of 
the monarch, we have had no opportunity to mention hitfierro, and we give 
some concrete instances to illustrate our point. In 1368 A. D. Bukka 1. 
^reconciled the followers of the Jaina and Vaishnava creeds.2 Krishnadeva- 
/iya’s munficient gifts to ^aiva and Vai.shnava temples without any distinc- 
tion, at KSlaliasti, Tirupati, Chidaihbaraih, Bezawada etc. and the afeolition 
of certain taxe.s on all Saiva and Vaishpava temples during his lime, is 
also a well-knowrt fact. 3 fie appears to have conferred grants also on the 
Jaina and Buddist temples.^ A Jaina general and scholar Iruguppa Dap^a* 
nitha was the minister of Harihara II. Dvaita and advaita philosophers 
flourished in their Courts. The above instances prove to the hilt not 
only the benevolent neutrality but also their patronage of different creeds. 

The King and His Titles, o 

*1, Though the founders of the Empire, were content with the modest 

tide of '' Mahamanij^alefvara'\ their successor Harihara II. bore the first 
Imperialistic title '' Mahdrdjadhiraja, Raja-parame§vara*’. The 
Sajuvas who succeeded the Sangama ' Dynasty were credited with the 
titles of “ Dharani-vardha, ' Muara-gandakaidri Sdtuva^ The 
Tuliiva Emperors who succeeded the Saluvas on the Imperial 
'fhrone held the following titles. ^Emperor Krishpadevaraya bore the 
following title at the time ^ of his (Jpronarion “ ^ri-manmaha-rajadhiraja- 
paramei§vara”7 and subsequently “ MutU'-rdigara-ganda and Yavonasihd' 
pan^/idryo'' in his Amaravati lnscription.8 The mahd-rdjddhirdja-para- 
iniivata title also was born by Achuyuta Ray^ and Sada^Iva Raya.® At 
times Sri’^vfra-prdidpa or Srivira-Bhujahala also’ was added to these 
titles. The titles that were bom by them indicate only fheir indisputable 
sovereignty and thqjr indomitable valour. None of the titles give him a 
a military halo. 

2 Sp> Carn^ vol. IT, No 344 

3 Epigraphical Report for 1904, Para 23 

4 No 188 of 1901, Epigraphical Report for 1901 

^ 5 Jour. Bo. Br RyA. Soc. vol. Page 227 

6 Ep. Ind. vof. VII Poge 74 

7 Ep* Ind, vol. I P< 362 

8 Ibid vol. VII, Page 17 

9 Ibid Vol, XIV. page 310 
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TWO COPPER.PLATE GRANTS OF THE SALANKAYANAS OF VENOI- 

I 

• FIRST SET. A. 

« KANTERU GRANT OF VIJAYA SKANDAVARMAN. 

• Late Mk, k. v. lakshmai^ rau, m.a. ‘ 

• 

The earliest of the dynasties of kings, that Epigraphy has 
disclosed to us as ^having ruled at V e n g i in the Krfshna district, is 
that of the '^alankayanas. The source of our knowledge of these 
ancient kings was hitherto only Copper-plate grants. I am therefore 
glad to announce that I have been able to secure two new sets of copper 
plate grants, of two different kings belonging to this dynasty. These 
plates were found, buried under ground, in a village railed Kanteru, six 
miles from Guntur. 1 received them from a friend of mine. 

* The first of these, grant A. consists of four copper plates, 5 %' 

long and if' broad. The upper or the first side of the first plate and 

the lower or the second side of the« last j^late are left blank. The writing 
is worn out at many places, though,* with the help of a magnifying glass 
•and the readings of the hitherto published Salankayana plates, most of 
the indisdinct letters can be made out. Of the four plates the second 
one is the thinnest and consequently portion of it is broken. The edges 
of the plates are not raised into rims. These plates are held togethe^ 

by a circular copper ling 2 ^ 4 ' in diameter to which a circular seal 

in diameter) of bronze is allached. The figure and the legend on the 
seal have almost conitlclely disappeared. The figure looks like that of a 
bull, the hump afid some portion adjoining it being clearly visible. 

The .second of the plates which may be ealled the grant B, 
consists of four copper plate.s, each 5 '' long and iF luoad. Only the 
first side of the first plate is left blank. 'I’hese plates arc all held together 
by a copper ring in dtameter. The circular seal (iW in diameter) 
attached to this ring was hopelessly covered with rust, etc., when the 
plates first came to me and nothing was visible on it.« But, by getting it ^ 
cleaned conlinuouslj^ for Several days and in .several ways, I have been 
able to clean and expose the inner portion of the seal to a great extent. 
In the centre of the seal, we can now^ clearly perceive a beautiful figure, 
in relief, of a bujl (Nandi) in crouching position. Below the bell and 

, 1 The folleru Grant ef Vijayanandivarman (/nd. Ant, vol, V.f). 175) and the 
Ellere Prakrit Grant of Vijayadevavarman {Ep, Ind, toI. IX, p. 56.) 
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along the edge of the sea), there ^appear some letters, which are so hope- 
lessly worn out, that they could not be recogniied even with the help of-v 
a magnifying glass. One of the letters appears to^ be ra and another nu. 
We arc not therefore in a position to know what the legend on the seal 

•Ndi^her of the rings was ctit wlien it reached me. 

• 

^ It is very fortunate, that ’We have been able to recognise the 
animal on the seal of the grant B. Of the four copper plates, ye now 
have of this dynasty, none else except this grant has a seal which clearly 
shows the animal which “repicesented the cnest of the ‘S&lankayanas 
and hence ‘its importance. Of the seal of the Elloie Prakrit Orant,2 
which rhay be taken as the earliest of the four, it is said “The seal is 
all but obliterated but a faint ^figure of a quaiiruprd pethaps a tr^r- 
Oan be seen.’^ The seal of the KhUsru Plated is lost, ktf? ^hl of the 
JCajitifu Orant M fs worn out and shows only a portion of the animal, 
’which Vben compared with the fi^re oh this seal, may be inlerfed to be 
that of a hull. 

I 

The alphabet of the two grants is of the same type and is known 

the Eastern archaic species of the Telugu-Canarese script. This was 
jpre’ceded by the writing which was still more archaic and is to be seen 
hbhr ih the Mayidavole^ and the Kondamudi Plates^ from the Guntur 
‘^fstrict, the Prakrit inscriptions«of Amaravati® and the inscriptions of the 
Alidhras^. Then this type is folldw^ed by the archaic writing to be seen 
Ih the plates® of the \ishnukuhdins and first two kings of the 
t astern C h a 1 u k y a s. All these three types form a variety called 
the “archaic variety’’ according tcfBr. Puhler®. The letters in our plates 
closery reSefeble the letters in Koll^ru^^ and Cpiikkulla}^ plates and'show 
a Very slight variation from the letters ih the Prakrit Pfaics^'^ of Ellore. 
^inal Th ia represented by a small m. (G^ant B,.l. 9) which rbelieve 
Subsequently changed into a sunna. It is this suiiha ivhich now repre- 
sents dhu^ira in ^elugu.* In grant B, (I.3) there is a special symbol to 
.represent what is ssalldd in Sanscrit Upadhmctnfya, i.e., visdiva followed 
jf is specialty noteworthy that this very symbol WtfS 
hitter period of the evolution of the Telugu-<lanarese 

c 

8 jSp. Ind, Yol. IX p. 56 i 3 Jnd< Ant. vol. V. p. 175 . 

,4 fp-Tnd. vol.^Vl p. 84. 6 Ep.^nd. toI. V. p. 816 

6 l^e Bui^gess' Amaravati 8t<ipa and Ep, Ind. .vo). XT p. 258. 

7 E^. Ind. vol. VTfl p. 69 

BlkfaiatiAaiiii Elites (Sp. n,* vol. ilV 134; ChtWculfa Mw (Eh Tnd^ 
Tol. IV p. 198) C. P. No. 7 of 1913-14 C. P. Nos. li and 12 Of l»19-90 EMgrd. 
phicdl ReporfSt Southern circle* 
i 9 Indische Paleaeographie, lEnglish Edition p. 70.* 

10 Ind* Ai^t, vol. T. p. 175. 

11 Ep. Ind. vol. Iv. p. 193. 12 Ep. Ind. vol.^X p. 56. ‘ 
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alphabet, to represent the purely Dra\i 4 tiian coftsonatit ra ^ (baukdi rm). t 
believe that the symbol felF ou{ of u se" af ter soike” t Ssi^ , 

as the ordinary symlDol for visarffa began to represent all sorts of vi^arctcA; 
and when the Dravidian writers wanted a symbol for a sound which was 
particularly their own, they selected the unused symbol iox Upadlmtanlya. 

• The numerical symbol 12 occurs in line 10 of the gr!int B, the 

figure beihg represented by the juxta-position of 10 and 2. All the plht^ 
of both the grants are numbered, but the plates of the grant A are mmi 
berer<^ on both the sides, like the pages ol a modem book. 

» 

The language of both the grants is ^Sanscrit. It is prose through- 
6 ut, exOept the u^ual laudatory and imbrecatory verses thht Obme at the end, 

fhe grant A is given by the Maharaja Sri V i j a y a S k a n d a’ 

V a r m an, who meditates on the feet of holy Cliitra-ratha-svamin, who is 
the disciple of the venerable B a p p a, (father) who is the most excellent 
worshipper of the holy one, who belongs to the family of the Salankayan’as. 
The donee was one S i v a r y a who resided in a village called L e k u- 
m a r i and who belonged to Maudgalya gotra. A village called C h i n na- 
pura in Kudrahara V'shaya was given in the first year of the 
king’s reign on the full-moon day in the month of Vaisakha. • 

The donor in the grant ft is Mah&raja S r i N a nd i v a r m ah 
of Salafikayana family, who has 111 the titles of the donor in the grant 
A. To one Svhmi Chandra who was a brahmin of the Maudgalya 
gotra and was famous, a piece of ij^nd measuring 12 nivartanas in the 
village of K u r u v a d a which ygm in the J^udrahara vi$hya was given * 
on 'a certain new-moon day. 

The adjectives *(0% the titles) which the kings 6 f this dynasty 
dpply to themselves are somewdiat peculiar and let us therefore try to 
interpret them •as far as we can. The Salankayanas call themselves 
Bhtzgavdt ChUraratha^'^dmi-^pdddnudhydtas. It is thenifore clear that 
Chitraratha “was their tutelaiy god. Who Vas this Chilrdratha ? 
We know of a C(irtain Gandharva of that name but we have 
not come across any dynasty of kings or any individual who had Gandharvas 
as their gods. Sanscrit lexicons^^ give the Wbtd as a synonyno* 

for the Sun-god. I believe that the Salankayanas worshipped the Sun- 
god undef this name of, Chitraratha. My conjecture seems to be confiP- 
med by the representation of the Sun to be found on the seal attached to 
the grant *fi. Th^fe is 'a sthhll cifdulhr prdjectidn On the buter side Of the 
%eal, which cleafly represents the ‘Sun, there is a similar projection on 
the head of life seal attached to the grant A, but it is not very dlear. ' 


13 l5ee VaiMcLS'patifCiink 
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Sun-worshipi^Ms. prevalant in the I'^lugu country even now. 1 may here 
ad|l^ that a small mound at Peda Vegi is at prese^it shown as the site of 
apcient’ temple of Chitraratha svamiii. 

, ^Again the Salankayanas call themselves Bappa-Bhaffdraka-pddd- 
bhaktas. The name of Bappa occurs in the inscriptions oPmany dynasties, 
such as ^ the G u p t a s, the V a k a t a k a s, the P a 1 1 a v a st 
?nd the Eastern Gang a s. It is therefore certain that it 
rdoes not represent any ancestor. It is not a proper name. We must 
therefore take it to mean ‘ father'. Pkich king showed highest re\'‘hrence 
to his father," who was generally his predecessor on the throne. 

Next coming to the "word Sdlankdyana itself, it is originally the 
the name of a Vedic n^i. In Pravara kdfidaX^ we have goi*.-as called 
S^aukayana. One belongs to Angiram gana and has the same pravara 
which the Blidradvdja gotra has, viz., Angirasa^ Bdrhaspatya, Bkdrad- 
Vdja. There i.s another Sdlahkdyana gptra which belongs to the Vis d- 
mitra gana, with the pravara Vi^vdmtira, Sdlankdyana ixw&Kauhka. In 
the gatiapata of Papini we find the word Salahkayana in Nadodi (IV. 1.99) 
an(^, in Bojanyadi (IV. 2. 33). 'There was a country called Salahkayanaka 
where the Salahkayanas lived (IV — 2 — 53). It is not possible to know 
whether our Salankayana kings of Vengi ever claimed any kinship with 
the ancient Salahkayanas of whom# Papini speaks. A Sanscrit lexicon of 
authority called Midini gives Nandi or the .sacered bull as one of the 
meanings of the w’ord •Sdlankdyana. From the figure of the bull found on 
the seal, we may infer that Salahkay^^nas considered themselves someway 
connected with Nandii the,, great bu’.Uof Siva. W'e must also remember 
that some of the Pallavas had Nandi on their seals. 

\ i j a y a L)e v a v a r m an of thc^ Ellore Prakrit Piatev,^^ 
claims to have performed horse'-sacrifices and to be a, great Makes vara or 
the worshipper of Mahesvara (Siva). We do not hnd the' claim to horse- 
sacrifices in any of the sub.sequeni grants. In place of the epithet 
Parama-Mdhesvara, Parama Bhdgavata is substituted in the later grants. 

I am of opinion that the boast^'^ of Asvamedha (hor.se sacrifice) started 

14 See under “Salaiikayana” Anglras and Visvaihitra in Kaghunath Bliaskar 
Codbole's Bharaia Varshiua Prachina. Aitihatiic Koahu (Marathi) whore all the 
information from the Yarious Pravara Kandas is given. u. 

15 Ep* Ind. vob IX p. 50. 

16 I call this a boast because, except one or two of the members of the Gupta 
dynasty, none of the kings who boast of asvamedha were so powerful as to entitle 
them to perform such a aacrifiee. If this was so with the members of the Imperial 
Gupta family much inferior was the status of the kings .of other dynasties who 
claim to have sacrified a horse. 

17 There is «, famous temple of the Sun at Arasavilli near Chicacole Ganjam 
District. With inscriptions dated 8.S. 1068 and another in the NelloreDisIrict, fEd.) 
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with the Imperial Guptas, and the contagion spread to thVMftinor*dytiaeti«6. 

like the Chedis, the Vakatakas, the •Kajambas, the SfeUnl^yans and 

others. The proximity in i?ime of Vijaya Devavarman toi^KawSi 

(i u p t a’ s South Indian triumphal march, in my opinion, ey tem>S!!!!B 

insertion of the word A^vamedha-yajina ( 1. s ) in the grant of Vijaya 

Deva. He must have seen some of the Imperial grants with si mi far* titles 

and cooly imitated them. Subsequent kings thought it, perhaps, too big 

a boast for the owners of a petty principality. Similarly the epithet 

‘ Farama mdfid.<varassa ' is from the Gupta Inscriptions. Because this 

epithe^ was changed into that of Pararna Bhdgavatasya by the succes*-* 

sors of this king, we need not infer that the later Salahkaya^nas changed 

their Saiva faith and became Vai§pavas. Bhdgavata did not necessarily 

mean in those d;jys a worshipper of Vishpii, and the followers of Siva 

also were* called Bhagavatas. We have the authority of the venerable 

Fatahjali for the usage of the word Siva Bhdgavata. 


Of the places mentioned in these grants, Vehgi is usually identi- 
fied with a village called Be da Vegi near Ellore. Let us accept this 
traditional identity. But those who intend to make orignal researcii should 
not forget that there are altogether four places of this name in the Tclugu 
country. Four places of this name are found in the Northern Circars. 
Two of these named Chinna \ egi and Pedda Vegi are situated close to 
each other, in the vicinity of Elfore ; ^another is found at Chintapalli in 
the Guntur district ; and the fourfli is a deserted site, named Vegi pa^lu, in 
the Bolavaram Zamindari, to the north-west of Rajahmundry”.^® The 
second place mentioned in our plates is Kudrahara vishaya. This territory 
seems to have included in it the present lalukas of .^vaniga(il(^a (Divi), 
Bandar, Kaikalur and Gudivada in the Rristna district. The place called 
Gudur near Masulipatam is identilied with the city of Kudrahara, 
Gudrava, Gudrahara and Gtdravara of the latest inscriptions are identified 
with this G u d r a h a r a of the ^a'ahkayanas. We may accept all these 
identifications tentatively. All the available evidence for these identifica- 
tions is collecftd at one place by Dr, Diibreuil in jiis Ancient tiUtory 
of the Deccan 


C h i n n a p u r a of the plate A (1. 4) though named pura ( i.e, 
a city) was pallikd (1. g)*or a small village. It may be identified with 
the present village of C hi n n a p u r a rii in Bandar taluk. If thi.s* 
identification is cefTrect, it is very strange that this# village should have 
continued to retain its n'ame all these fourteen hundred years. It is not 
possible to inentify Lekumiri, the native place of the donee in grant A. 
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Madras Journal 
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The* village Ktiri^va^a mentioned in grant B. ( 1 . 5) cannot also be identified. 
There is howe;>er village called Kuravika mentioned in the Kollsru 
of Vijaya Nandi varinan ( 1 . 6j. We do %ot know whether these 
names Kuruvada and Kuruvaka are the variations of the 
same name. Kuruvida was however within Gudrahara. We do not 

c • 

know whether Kuruvada was within that district. It is probable that the 
donees in the Kolleru Plates were residing within the kingdom of the 
;donor. 

• • 

t ^ 'I'he dates of the.se grants can be determined approximately and 

only in relation to the other plates of the Salankayanas. The Prakrit 
Grant^'^ of 'the Salahkayanas, which was found near Ellore, is supposed 
to be the older < of the '^wo published grants. The donor of it is 
Maharaja Sri A'ijaya Deva varman, w'ho is described as^^ “ the^ performer 
of the horse sacrifices, the ^alankayana, the fervent Mdheivara who is 
devoted to the feet of tlie Lord (his) father, and who meditates at the 
feet of the holy Chitraratha-svainin.’’ The KollSru Grant is issued by 
Vijaya Nandi varma, son of Maharaja Chandravarm a. 'Fhe land 
given was situated within the Kudraliara vishaya. Of our new plates, 
grant A is by Vijaya Skandavarman. The donor of grant B, is Sri Nandi 
varman. There seems to be one more grant of the Salahkayanas. F. 
Fleet ‘^3 in editing the KolUru Grant says, "in Sir W. Elliot's facsimiles 
I have another copper-plate inscjiptioit of Vijaya Nandi varman and his 
Yuva-Mahdraja, whose name seemecf to be Vijaya I'ungavannan or 
Vijaya Buddhavarman . . , the language even is doubtlul but seems to 

be Prakrit or Pali.” 


We have thus sev€n names 

A. Ellore Prakrit Plates 
(Ep, Ind, vol. IX. p. 56) 

B, Kolleru plates 

{Jnd, Ant, vol. V, p. 175) 

O. Kanteru grant A 

D, Kanteru grant I> 

E. Elliot's unpublished grant 

{Ind, Ant, vol. \ p. 175) 


*of the kings of this dynasty: 

(i) Vijayadevavarman 

I (2I Chan^avarman; his son 
j (3^ Vijaya N^divarman 

- (4) Vijaya Skapdavarman 
. (5) Nandi varman 

( 6 ) Vijaya Nandi varman ; 
his son 

(7I Vijaya Buddhavarman. 


_ Though we are not able to construct a regular geneology of the 
^ Slankiyanas from „the above information, we may attempt a tentative 
chronology of these kings. The Trakrit plates may be safely taken to be 
older than the Sanskrit ones and the word Fyava mav be considered as 
only an honourific prefix, and not an integral part of any proper name 


il Ind, Ant. vol. V. p, 175 
23 Ind, Ant 4, vol. V p. 175 . 


22 IDp.Ind, vol. IX, p. 56 . 
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I therefore take Vijaya Nandi v^a r a m a n of Kolliru Plates and 
Nandivarman of KanUry, Grant B. to be the same person. We may also 
add to these names, H a s t i v a r m an mentioned in the •\llahahad Pillai^ 
Inscription^^ as the' then king of Vehgl, presuming of course that he 
belonged to the family of the ^alankayanas. We can then arrapgt} the 
chronology thus : * 

I 

A.l), 350 Hasti varman \ Allahabad Pillar Inscription 
* j i of Samudra Oupta, 

M 575 Vijaya Devavarman Elloro Prpkrit Grant. 


400 Vijaya Nandivarman 

I 

425 iBuddhivarman 


} 


Elliot* s 


Unpublished Prakrit Grant. 



450 

475 

500 


Chandavarman 

1 

Vijaya Nandivarman 


} 


Vijaya Skandavarman 


KollPru Plates & Kanieru 
Kants ru Grant A. 


Grants, 


• The above six generations, from H a s t i v a r m a n, ruled ,the 
kingdom of Vehgi for nearty one hundred and fifty years. We know 
this period because, about the yejr 350, A.D., Samudra Gupta claims to 
have conquered H a s t i v a r m an^of Vingi. And then we know from the 
Ohikkulla Plates^^ that V i k r a m a h e n d r a v a r m a n of the 
Vishiukundin family, was ruling at ( Re )]> e n d u 1 ii r u near Vehgi 
and gifted away a village on the !#anks of the river Krishna, about the 
cn4 of the fifth century A.l). It is tlierefore c/^ar, that the Salahkayanas 
must have ceased to rule at Vehgi by that time. We may suppose that 
the last of the Salahkayanj kings. Vijaya Skandavarma was defeated by 
Vikramahendravarmjwi in or about the year 500 . ^Ve have therefore to 
place the abov^ six generations of the Salahkayanas within a period of 
150 years ( 35 o-»~ 5 oo A. D.) 'I'he average for a generation thus comes to 25 years 
which is the generally accepted average tor the unkncAvn reigns of Indian 
sovereigns. 

We need not stop avith Ilastivarnian or the period of the hanperor 
Samudra Gupta. ITom the Kondamudi Platvs'^^ we are aware, that wher^ 
those plates wer® issued, a king called Jayavarman of the Hr i hat 


24 Fleet's Oupta Inscriptions pp. 1—21. 

25 Ep, Inds Tol. IV p. 198. As for the dates of the kings of the Vishnukundin 
family, see Dr. DubreuiTs Ancient History of the Deccan, p. 90 and my Article on 
the Telugu Acadsmy Plates of Vishnukundin Madhvavarma III, in the JournM 
of Letters Calcutta, University. 

20 Eu> Ind, vol. VI p, 315 
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palayana gqtra was reigning at Ku^ura in the Kucjuhara vishaya 
i.e., in the very district in which the Ssiahkayanas subsequently ruled. 
S\s to the date of this king Dr. Hultzsch, who eidited the Kopdamudi 
Plates (in Epigraphia Indira vol. V p. 315) says: — “The alphabet of his ins" 
criptibn^shows that he must have lived in the same perijDd as the Pallava 
prince $iva Skanda varman who issued the Mayidavolu Ptate§. 
Further the language and phraseology of the inscription are so similar to 
the Nasik inscriptions of Gautami putra Satakarni (Nos. 4 and 5) 
^and Vasishthi putra PiGuinayi (No. 3). that J a y a v ar#n an’ s 
date cannot .have been very distant from that of those two Andhra kings. 
The archaic Sanskrit alphabet of the seal of the new plates is corroboratve 
evidence in the same direction.'* ^ 

It is thus evident that at about the middle of the third century 
the district of Kudrahara was governed by a dynasty of kings known as 
the Brihat'palayanas. The Saiankayanas therefore, must have superceded 
the Brihat-palayanas at about the end of the third century. After the 
period of the Andhras, this district .seems to have been, successively 
occupied by the Brihat-palayanas the Salahkayanas, the Vishnu-kimdins 
and the Chalukyas. The Pallavas proper, do not seem to have* ever 
occupied this territory. In all their grants27 found in the Northern Cir- 
cars, Kamma-rashtra is mentioned as thi^ district under their control. In 
one38 Dhannakada is also mention?d. J^lammarashtra is the Kamma-nadu 
of the later period and is identical with the northern portion of the • 
Nellore district and a part of the present Guntur dislrict.39 Any how the 
early Pallavas did not cross the Kri?hna liver. The guesses of some 
historians that the king of Pishtapura whom Samudra Gupta claimj to 
have conquered was a Pallava, cannot be supported by any epigraphical 
evidence. ^ 

The v^alankayanas, who w'ere certainly the Contemporaries of the 
earlier Pallavas, seern to have enjoyed their small principality of Vehgf 
and Kudrahara, independently of the Pallavas. This prfhcipality was a 
small one and could not have been more extensive than an average modern 
district. It was situated between the mouths of the two mighty rivers of 
the south, the Godavari and the Krishna. 'Po the north-east of it was 
^.Kalinga, with its capital at Pishtapura (Pithapur) ; to the south-east was 
the Bay of Bengal ; to the south-wx*st w^as the river Krishna and the 
iiingdom of the Patlavas. It is not possible to ascertain how far it 
extended in the north-western direction between the two river.s or beyond 

27 Chatidaluf Plate$ of Kumaravishnu F. (Ep, hid. vol. Fill p. 233 Ongodu 
Plate® 1 and 2 Ind. vol. XF p. 240) 

is Mayidavole plates Ep. Ind. vol. FI, p.B4 

29 Ep* Ind, vol. XF p. 253; also vide Ep, Ind. tol. IX, p. SO. , 
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them. This principality consisted of two viahoyas (districts), VSftgi and 
Kndrahara. Of these V,|h^i was identical with the taluks of Ellote, 
Krnagudem and Bhimavaraih, and Gadrahara included the taluks of , 
Avanigad^a (Divi), Bandar, Kaikalur and Gudivada. 

The principality of Vehgi had a fine sea-board and a famcns-> sea- 
port. There were ^the two great rivers flowing on the north and south, 
which should have facilitated the trade and the traffic of the country. Dr. 
Diibrehil has shown 30 that Kudura (or the present Guduru) was the same ^ 
as the port of Kod^ura mentioned by Ptolemy of the second century j 
and that the ships which wanted to go the Country of gold (Khryse), i.e,, 
the Indo-China peninsula (Burma, Malacca, Cambodia, Annam) started 
from this port. The place now called Ghahtasila Was a ''great rtiaft and 
was called E o n t a k o s s y 1 a by Ptolemy, So the port of Ma.sulipfttaln, 
though under different names has been playing an important part in the 
sea-trade of Southern India. 

At (ihantasala, which is between (Judutu and the mouths of the 
Ktishna river, a Buddhi.st stupa has been discovered. 31 We can therefore 
infer that this part of the country w'as once under the influence of 
BuddBism. We can see the influence of this religion still lingering in the tsvo 
Prakrit grants found in this region, the Kondamudi plates of Brihat- 
palayana Jayavarman and the JCllore plates’ of Salalikayana V i j a y a 
Devavarman. The religious langi^age df Buddhism was Prakrit or Pali. 

1 strongly believe that Salankayanas were some how related to 
the Pallavas and hence were left alone unmolested by the Pallavas, who 
were certainly ihe more powerful of flie two. It may be that these two 
dynasties had a common ancestor or that they were related tb eaeh other 
by marriage alliances. I have three reasons for supposing so. 'fhc 
Pallavas claim32 to beloi>g to the Bhdrarlvaja-gotra, which has the 
Pravnra of Angira.%a, Barhaspatya, and Bharadvaja. And as I have 
shown above, ^atahkayana is a gotra belonging to the Bharadvaja clan 
and has the pravara. Then both these dynasties, which Werfe contem- 
porary had for their crest the bull {Nandi). Fhe seal attached to our 
Kantern Grant B becomes thus very important in connecting these two 
families. Above all, the similarity of names of the kings of these two 
dynasties is a very strong rea.son to believe that these families were 
connected. The names of Skandavarman, Nandivarman and Buddha- 
varman found in the l^alaiikayana plates are found repeated several 
times in the geiteologies of the Pallavas also. Dr. Dubreiiil has given a 
geneology and the approximate dales of the Pallavas at page 70 of his 

30 Ancient Hi&tory of the Deccan pp. 86—83, 

31 See Indian Buddist Antiquities^ by 4* Roft 

• 32 Qee ^Mayidavole Plates and other inscriptions of the Pallataa, 
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Ancient Historg of the Deccan^ In a period of 250 years, beginning 
with 300 A.D.’ and •ending with 550 A.D., we l^ve four Skandavaramas, 
two Buddhavarmas and two Nandivarmas. This similarity of names 
cannot be accidental. The repetition of the sa’me name in both the^ 
famfli^s for several generations must be due to their alliance and the 
respect and love, each family felt for the members of ‘the other, 

r r 

Tcxt.l 

First Plate, Second Side, 

1 I. I ' 

Second Plate, First Side. 

5 srrBSqr; [II*] 3R9I ^^11% ^ 

‘ Second Plate, Second Side. 

9 ^ [il*] [rr^fli^*] [jj*] 

Third Plat^t First Side. 

10 ^ [II*] 

11 3Tftr ^ 

1' ^ppNfrT «im%^r [il*I 

Third Plate, Second Side, 

13 [?t^^IW*] ^ R 

14 ^ ^ qf^ [II*] 

15 igrgqrt^ [i*] 

1 From the original plates in my collection. 

2 These two letters were clearly seen when I made my first transcript but 
were subsequently loih in getting the plates cleaned. 

3 This may be read as or T%fcr3^ or because the writer 

practically makes no difference between W and 5T 

4 Only the secondary signs of (gudi) of the second and third letters 

an^ the dirgata of the third are visible. • 

* 6 More than half of the upper portions of these t*hree letters are visible, 

6 This letter is not clear. 



Vd. V., P. 1 ] 


Kanteru Grant of Nandivarman. 


• 31 


Fourth Plate, First Side- 

16 ^ rTPIrT^* 

I 'sfeqq ^ 

I*] qtrg ^ 

[q q%i [11 ] 

Translation. 

» 

LI. I — 5. Hail I The villagers of Chinnapura in Kudrahara 
(vishaya) are to be informed thus by this command, from the victorious 
Vcngi, *of Maharaja Sri Vijaya Skandavarma, who meditates ’ 
on the feet of the holy Chitraratha-svami, who is a, devotee at 
the feet of the venerable Bappa (father), wh^ belongs ^to the family of 
the Salankayaijas. 

LL* t; — 9. With a view to increase the prosperity of our family 
(Kulo^ and clan (gotra), this village has been given by us, with immunity 
from all the taxes, to ^ivarya, residing in the village of Lekumari 
and belonging to the Maudgalya gotra. 

• LI. 9 — 10, Knowing this, you are to do your duty properly, and 

give possession of the village ( to him ) with affection and love. 

® LI. 1 1 -1 3. This village is to left alone by all the respectaWe 
officers, ministers, agents and heads of the vishayas. 

LI. 13-15. This charter h^s been given on the full-moon day of 
the month of Vaisakha in the first year 6f our Victorious reign. 

LI. 15-17. Land has been given incharityby many and it has 
been protected by many. He who is the owner of the land for the time 
being enjoys the fruit of the charity ^even though given by his prede- 
cessors). * * » 

* LI. 17-19. The giver of land lives gailly in Heaven for sixty 

thousand years. He who confiscates or assents to such confiscation shall 
dwell in Hell, for the same period. 

KANTBRU GRANT OP NANDIVARMAN B. 

* Text* 

First plate, Second side, 

• Second plate. First side, 

3 ftro: qrJTWFm: 

^ Jl^RTsr 

Second plate Second side, 

.6 unrqq^ (ii*) i aRfrrf^: 
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Third platCy F%rsL &ide, 

r S anwfs »Tt 

Third plate. Second aide. 

^ ( 11 ) 

Fourth plate. First side. 

’ >1 (a?*) qfr% 

qSi% siii^mfedr I 

?R5r ?r'?T CD 

Fourth plate. Second side. 

^ S^NfrT 3jf^; 

15 arr^ ?rn% w 5 t<% di*; 

LI. i“~6. Hail 1 From the victorious V e h g i p u r a ! iS a 1 a h a- 
y a n a Maharaja Sri N a n d i v a r a m a, who meditates on the feet of the 
hbly Chitrarathasvami, who is a devotee at the feet *of the 
venerable B a p p a (father) and who is the most excellent worshipper of 
the holy one; — commands the villagers of Kuruvada in the Kudrahara 
viahaya (thus): — < 

LI, 6-11. Hail ! With a view to increaee the prosperity of our family 
(Kula), clan (gotra) and merit {dharma), a piece of land in this village 
measuring 12 nivartanas given us to the famous Brahmin Svami- 
chandra oftheMaudgalya gotra. This charter is given on th'^ 
New Moon-day. 

LI. 11-15. ('I'he usual verses as at flie end of grant A.) 

• 

1 From the original copper plates in my collection. 

2 This word vas read as Kuduhara in tho Kolleru plates by Dr. Burnell 
{South Indian Palaeography p, 135) and by Dr Fleet {Ind. Ant. vol. V p. 175), Tho 
latter put an intorregation after the letter da, But Dr. Hultzsch has read it cor. 
rectly as shown by him in u foot-note inEp. Jnd. vol. IV p. X98. 

3 This is a peculiar word; its meaning is not Known and there is a difference 
of opinion as to its reading. This word occurs in the Kolieru as well as in the 
Ellore Prakrit Plate^ Burnell has read it as rnunyoda in South Indian Palaco- 
grayhy (p. ). Dr. Fleet has a big note about it {Jnd. Ant. vol. V. p. 176) and 
suggests in the end that it may be matyadi. Dr. Hultsssch who has editpd the 
Ellore Prakrit Grant has read it as muluda. Any how the reading and the 
meaning of this are doubtful. 

4. I think some ];)ortion of the grant containing injunc^ons to the officer ^ 
wfth words such as Sarva niyoganiyuktoyoktaka vitfhaya pati mieraih pullika 
parikarene weFe omitted by ntistgke by the writer. 
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I edit this inscription through ^the kind courtesy of Mr. Jayanti* 
Ramayya Pantulu, President of the Societyi who has supplied me with,* 
excellent ink-impressions of the plates, at nly request, These plates were 
noticed by the Covcrnmenl Epigrnphist in his Annual Report on South 
Indian Epigraphy^ for the year 1013-14 on page 86, in f)ara 10 and nuni- 
Itered as (/. P. No. 8 of 1013-14. 

The plates which contain the subjoined grant originally came 
into the possession of Mr. Jayanti Ramayya Pantulu, President of the 
Telugu Academy in or about 1913, and since then they have been in the 
'Mugu Academy and have become its propery. It is not known, however* 
where-from and by whom these plates were first brought to the notice of 
the President of the Telugu Academy, but I remember Mr. Ramayya 
Pantufu telling me once that they were discovered in Timmapuraih, in the 
Prthapuram Zamindari, Godavari di;itrict. 

The plates are five in nunAer, hung, on a ring the ends of which 
* were secured in a circular seal which contains in relief countersunk on its 
surface the legend “ Tribhuvandnku^a It is not known whether the ring 
was cut by the time the plates reached the present owner. Tiie plates 
measure 9 2/5” x 5'’; the edges of the plates are slightly raised into rims, 
so as to protect the writing on them. Except on the first or the upper 
side of the first plate there «s writing on both sides on all the plates; 
the last or the fifth plate, too, contains four lines of writing on the 
outer side. Except on the last plate on its outer side and on the second 
side of the first plate the WTiting throughout has been m\\ preserved; 
only the last lines of the grant wTitten on the second side of the fifth 
plate have become w'om out by rust. 

The inscription rims into J04 lines and is written in the transi- 
tional Telugu alphabet of the eleventh entury A. 1 ). The writing bears a 
close resemblance Xi§ that of the Kornmilli and the N^nclamapundi grants 
of Rajaraja.l This is shown clearly for example by the two forms of mu 
in lines 43 and 52, The final m is not used at all and in its place the 
amsvdra has been substituted. The use of tbe nasal n is still to be seen 

1 Indr And, vob XJV, p. 48, and Ep, Ind, vol, IV, p, 300 respectively, • • 
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in words like Du^yaniah (1. s), I okdnt ar a- m(\. 20) narlndra (I.50), sakaldn^ 
dhariirlfit (I.54) and# nadana/i (1.6*2), but at th^ same time it is also 
represented by an anunvdra in several places. Th-:; difference between 
the secondary forms of a and d, i and f, u and u, and o and o is not 
kept un^uniformally. In one case the lon.cj is represented by the long a 
as in Sat ran (1.51). The writing may lie said to be* careless for the 
scribe lef^ out may letters and words here and there rendering the task 
restoration of the eorrcci text that might be in the mind t)f, tho 
^composer of the grant, rather difficult. 'The language employed throughout 
in the grant is Sanskrit, >i.hich is partly in prose and pifl'tly in 
poetry, except the' portion containing the description of the boundaries of the? 
village granted (lU Sq —97) «wffiich is in 'relugii and Sanskrit prote mixed. 

The orthography calls for a few remarks* It may be noted that 
a consonant bcsidc.s being doubled as usual after the secondary form r, is 
also doubled in one instance after an anusvdra for e, pafkccavi?)tsati ’ 
(1.47). Again ri is used in one place for the secondary form of the vow^el r 
for e.g., Jeritya for krtya, in line 87. The name of the donor of th<if 
grant and that of the name-sake oi his ancestor, is written as Sattivarama 
(11-^3, ,';o, and 51) instead of Saktivarma. 6akti in the compund tword 

anantar^akii is written as annnta^satli in line 63. 'khe vernacular pronunci- 
ation or probably the prakrit form of Yuddhainalla as Juddhamalla may 
also be noticed in line 43. The i^mbol ra called haiidi ra in 'I'elugii i.s 
used in the following cases “nadumaiiibarina cru’ Vl“6i ), Cheruvu” (i.hi), 
‘Barasiva^a-pariti’ n.95) and lastly ‘polagarusu’ ( 1 I. 95 “ 97 )» I'elugu 

portion of the grant- e 

This is the only Cffpper plct?" tyrant of the I^astern Clialukya king 
Saktivarman II.. sou of Vijayaditxc VH. and Madavanuhadevi., that 
has been found till now, This j rince is known to us from the Ryali 
plates of Vijayaditya \'n2. as liaving reigned for .me 5 ear <nly after 
the death of Rajraja, in or about 1061 A J). 1 'hc present 'record, like the 
other grants of the dynasty, commencing from the kaniv;tipundi (Irant 
of Vimaladitya ,3 opAis with the usual Pauranie or legendary account and 
geneology of the Chalukyas, and then gives in detail, following the prac- 
tice of the earlier records ol the family, the duration of the reign of each 
king from Kubja-\ i.shnuvardhana to Rajaraja* uncle of Snktivarman IJ, 
the donor of the sub-joined grant. 'Jdiis in.scriplion is an important one 
Jor more than one rca.^on. It contains new facts about* the early kings of 
the Eastern Chalukya dynasty which were not known to us before. 

In the first place there is a statement in line 47, that both 
Danarpava and Amniaraja II. killed each other's sons. Unfortunately for 

C. P. Nos. 8 & 9 of 1923 — 24 . (See Rep, on Ep, for 1923—24 p. 77 .) 

3 Ep, Ind, rol. VI, p, 368, 
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US the text affords us considerable difficulty, being full of mistakes, in 
restoring the correct reachng. The Government Epigraphist* who examined 
the inscription remarks that, ' Just before the interregnum, the two brotherj^ 
Danariiava and Amma JI. are stated to have murdered the sons of each 
other,’ and then adds, “ this statement partly explains the neces«it^" for 
interre jnum which followed their rule in the Vengi country”. These 
murders appear to have happened in the last days of Ammaraja* II., for 
imme^diately afer this statement comes the mention of the fact that* 
Ammaraja JI. protected the earth for twenty-five years and then his half-, 
hroihtf (clvaimdtur ah) reigned for three ♦years- Accepting the remarks 
of the Government Kpigraphist, 1 wrote on the history of the reign of 
Ammaraja II,, in my History of Rojahmmidry'^ as follows ; 

“4Iut soon after the expedition against the Rasfrakuta king 
Krishna III., Ammaraja II. returned home and once more took over 
the- administration of the kingdom. Erom this time forward the amiable 
relations between the brothers Seem to have been a little ruffled, and we 
not hear of lh(,‘ amity any iiujre between them. Danarnava seemed 
to have turned hostile to Ammaraja II. during the closing years of 
lafteWs reign. The records of the later kings of the house clearly 
speak that Amina's last years were marred by cruel atrocities and 
cold blooded murders of the , princes of the blood royal, by the 
king and his half-brotlier, w’hich prpbabf>', resulted in the death or expul- 
sion of Ammaraja, IT. from the rrmniry in A. I). 970 , and the death of 
Danarnava, three years later, in a protracted civil war. Ammaraja II’s 
tather-in-law Nrpa Kama, lord of rtic Lake Country (Sard-ndtha), his 
mother-in-law' Nayamarhba (both of whom w^enf held at one time in great 
esteem by the king) and his brolherinlaw, Bha^ikava surnamed Qarp^^nd^ 
rdyana, — all of Lheiii scan tv^have fallen out and changed colours. Bhaskara 
deserted the cause liio king and joined Badaparaja, eldest son of 

Yuddha malla lit, who was then engaged in an attempt to invade Vengi 
wdth the assistance of the Rashfrakutas in order to gain the kingdom 
of his father to himself. The causes for this desertion of the king’s own 
kith and kin during critical times on the one hand, and the growth of 
ill feelings between the king and his half-brother Danaraijva on the other, 
are not known. Ammaraja*II. had probably estranged his own brother 
and all his kinsmen in his queen’s side by his foolish acts. 

“The events of the last days of Ammaraja II. Tthat partly explain* 
the causes for the successful invasion of Vengi and the capture of the 
throne by Badapa and Amma’s death or explusion from the country in the 
struggle that ensued, may be gleaned from the surrounding ckcumstances. 
In the struggle "between the brothers, the country became probaWy 


i vol. III. p. 167 •— 8 
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divided, and the iny^d^ Badapa end his Rashtrakuta allies, aided by the* 
traitor Bhaskara cjiuld easily sqiJ.e the thrope. But Badapa at any rate 
could not have won the kin|jdopi so easily he said. The civil wai*' 
followinjg; the invasion appears to have dragged on for three years, at^ 

least, ^from A.D. 970 to 973, the period which is usually assigned to 
Danarpava. This period of civil war, which is said ,to be the rci^ of 
Danarapava seems to indicate that Dhnarapava was thep carrying on Jhe 
struggle against Badapa, while Amma II. was either dead or expelled from 
the country. We have also a statement ip the Arapibaka , Plates of 
Badapa that he (Badapa) conquered the kingdom ’from Atpmaraja^ himself, 
which fact seems to suggest that Badapa did not recognise Daparpaya 
as king at all. It is this feign of Badapa which lasted probably for 27 
years that was regarded as the period of interregnum, the period 
during which the kings of the later years stated, ‘there ’\^‘as no king 
over Vengi’. The statement meant only that the senior branch of the 
dynasty which was restored to the throne by the accession pi 6akti- 
varman 1 . in A.D. 999 did not recognise the rule of the younger branch 
of the dynasty represented by the descendants of Yuddhamalla I., fthe 
traitor brother of Gupaga Vijayaditya III.”. 

^ I suggested that the causes for the ‘ interregnum ’ or mdfe pro- 

perly speaking for the invasion of Badapa, might be in the beginning, a 
quarrel between Amma II. and Jiis brother DSnarpava, and later, dissen- 
sions between .Amma II. and his qiieen’s relatives, Nypa Kama and his 
son "Bhaskara. For all these dissensions in the royal family, I said, 
there might be* perhaps, something of the nature of disgraceful 
intfigue in the life of Anima’s favourite mistress Chamekamba and the 
son of Danarpava or Amma himself, like that of Chitr&ngi and Saranga- 
dhara of the story connected with the reign of RajarSja Narondra, in the 
last days of .Ammraja's reign. c 

In writing the above 1 had in my mind not only the statements 
recorded in the present grant but al-so in the Armb 5 ka Plates of Badapa , 5 
the Gup^ugolanu liMales® and the Kaluchuihbarru Grant"^ of Ammarpja II. 

1 put thesjC four records together and constructed a possible turn of 
events of the last days of Amma 11 . 

It is stated in the present grant that Rpjaraja and VijaySditya 
VII. were the sons of Viipaladitya, though born of different mothers. 
^Ve know from Ni^nniya’s MahaJbhdrata^h, that Rajaraja was the eldest 
bom and his mother was Kundavhmba, daughter of R^jaraja ""Chpla 
the great. Vijay&ditya’s mother is said to be Me^avamahpd^vi, also, a 

5 Ep Ind. vol, XIX. p. 1 .S 7 ff. 

^ 6 Ind. Ant. vol. XIII. p. US, 

7 Ep. Ind. vol. rll. p. 177 ff. 
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Chola princess, but her parent*s’ names are not mentioned (K 56). The 
Government Epigraphist reads the ^ name of queen Me^avama^^dfevi 
>\Tongly as Majavamsi^adevi, in this record.® It is further stated 
in this grant that Vijayaditya Vll. conquered the Vengi kingdom 
the absence of his half-brother (dvaimdturnh). Immediately after this, 
follows another statement that Vijayaditya VII. placed his son jSakti- 
varman TI. on th'e throne of ^'engi opt of abundance of affection for his 
son iputra snSha) after destroying or defeating all his enemies. It is 
interesting to know who these enemies were, that Vijayaditya fought id 
order to make hi^ son king of Vengi. It is probable, t,hese enemies werjD* 
no otlier than Vijayaditya’ s half-brother Rajaraja and his son Rajendia 
Choda, who afterwards came to be known as the illustrious Kulottunga 
Chola Deva 1 . J'his conppest of Vengi and the usurpation are said to have 
happened ♦ after * Rajaraja had reigned for forty-one yeans. The events 
of the last days of Rajaraja as described in our grant are in full accor- 
dance with the tradition extant in the Andhra country, regarding the in- 
completeness of Nanniya Bhatta’s Mahdbhdratar^i. "J radition says that 
during the last days of Rajaraja, the country was very much disturbed on 
account of some invasion by the enemies, and as a result of that, soon 
drif^d into a war, and that both Rajaraja and his poet laureatte died 
about that time in the midst of those troubled times. 

We do not know the causes for the invasion of Vengi at the fag 
end of Rajaraja’s reign by Vijayafiitya ,VII. It seems certain that Vija- 
yaditya VII. made use of the opi#ortunity to invade the country, afforded 
by the absence of the king who had probably gone on an expecion to 
distant country. And in this he must have been assisted by Somi^vara 1 . 
the Western Chalukya king of Kalyan, whose ^vassal he was, ruling over 
tilt? Nolambavadi vishaya, since his first exile in 1035 A. D. cii^ca. About 
this time (A. I). 1060) Somesvara I. invaded the Chola dpminion^ penetrated 
as far as Kanchi and stormeftthe city taking away large booty and plunder .9 
At about this time, too, Somesvara I. probably induced Jagadekabhh^ana 
Dharavar^adeva, the Sinda king of Chakraku^a Mandala in the Southern 
Kosala country, to invade the kingdom of the Easurn Chalukyas pi the 
north. Rajaraja and his son Rajendra Choda^^ might have been engaged 
in the campaign against Dharavar§adeva at about this time, and Vijaya- 
diiya VII. taking advanfage of his brothers absence from the country 
and helped by Somesvara I., invaded and conquered Vengi. 

8 Ep. Rep. for 1913—14 p. 8 H. 

9. Oaro-.desa Inecrs. vol. L p. 144; ivd. Ant. vol. V, p3lj8; and V^kram^pka 
deva Oharita, Introd. p, 27. 

lO It WAS about this time that prince Kajendr^ Chodai afterwards the famous 
Kulottunga Chol^ peval. stormed the fortress of OhalprakutA fSakkraJekottam) and 
captured the elephants of Vgir&g&ram (Wairgarh). the.ru^jmarks of <|tki Baha- 
dur Hira Lai in Ep* Ind, voL X p. 2 t. « 
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It is interesting to find from a grant recently discovered and 
edited by my. friend Mr. R. Sftbba Rao, M. A., in the pages of this 
Journal (vol. p. 277. that this was not the first* time that Vijayaditya Vlf 
* invaded and occupied Vengi. The grants states as follows: — (lines 59— 65)1 

ISRnT ^451X5^1 I 

Rrirfr li 

Thus it is said that” Rajaraja, son of Mummadi bhima, i.e., Vimaladitya' 
who is entitled to be called Alahdr^a protected the earth for twelve 
years; then Vijayaditya (Vll.) son of A'inialaditya and a brother ol R^a- 
raja born a difi’erent mother (dvaimdturah) having expelled Rajaraja 
foicibly, obtained the kingdom. I'his valourous prince, Vijayadit>^, son 
of Rdjamdrtdi^da, the foremost among the race of the Moon, crowned 
himself king of Vengi on aditisuta-dina (Thursday, the 5th UtJit in the 
bright fortnight after the sun hacl entered the zodiacal sign Karkdfaka 
i.e. in the solar month of Karkdfaka, in the Saka Samvat 952,” (repre-* 
sentedby numerical word symbols, drk=* 2, fs?e = 5 and nidhi-g, i-e.*="95.j) 
in the Kanya lagna when the nakshtra was Hasta, which corresponds 
to 'J'hursday, the 9 Jul>^ 1030 A. 1 ).;^^ and this date falls in th<i 8th 
year of Rajaraja's reign. Thus, from this it is clear that Vijayaditya 

actually became king after Kajaraja had firotected the country fur full 
twelve years, even though his actual coronation U)ok place four years 

previously. VVe know' that Rajaraja ascended the throne *on Thursday, the 
i6th August, A.D. J022, and by adding 12 years to this date we anive at 

i6th August, A.D. *034: thus the usurpation by Vijayaditya Vll. should 

have taken place only after the last mentioned date. His crowning him- 
self to the kingdom of Vengi four years prior jio this date might be only 
a mark of his revolt against his brother and desire to become the king 
of Vengi himself, with the assitance of some of the discontented nobles 
<of the court like the Malaya chief Bhima Bhupa mentioned in this 
Pamulavaka grant . 12 The interval of four years between the actual date of 

11 I am indebted to Mr. V. S. Prakasarao. B, a., L. T. who greatly 
■ assisted ms in calculating the date. This date and the date further below have 

been calculated with the help of L. D, Svamikannu Pilla's fndian Chronology » 

12 Above voh 11. p. 277-289. 
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Vijayaditya’s coronation in A. D. io 3 p and forc'ible seizing of the 
Jhrone by defeating and <iriving out Rajaraja at the end of the latter’s 
1 3th year of reign, was probably filled with civil war with varying 
•success on either side. It does not appear either from Vijayaditya’s 
Pamulavaka Plates or the present record how long \’ijayaditya Vll. i^i^ned 
after this event. It probable that he did not reign long and that he w^s again 
att^icked shortly afurward-s, defeated and lastly lianished from the coun- 
try by, Rajaraja. lor the subjoined grant and other records clearly state 
that Rajaraja leigned tor full lorly-one years and this statement 
is in suilport of the view tliat it was an uninterrupted reign. If Vijayaditya 
VIJ. concjiiered and crowned iiimself king of Vengi, his authority did not 
not ext^atd beyond a limited area, and his 'reign did'not exceed at 
any rate fc^/- mor? than a year. It is interesting to note that this 
revolt, and the usurpation liy Vijayaditya ^’lI. are not mentioned in 
* the record under review. 'This is perhaps due to the fact the Vijayaditya 
VIL -’s ^ escapade at that linu' was after all a disgraceful affair. 

^ *§akti\’arnian’s motJiei M a cl a v a m a h a d e v i is said to be a 
princess of tlie Haihaya family, i give beiow thi‘ geneolgy for the .'■ake of 
convenjpnce so far as this king and his immediate ancestors arc 
concerned. 

\'iiualadil 3 a. 


by Kiindavfwibn hv M^davamahad€v! 

1 ■ ■ I 

Rajaraja Vijayaditya VJI. 

I)V Ainmangadt'v} by Madavamahddivf , 

I _ I 

• 1 I vSnklivarman 1 1. 

cl. Kundavamba Kajendra Chbda. (Donor of the grant) 

(Kulottiiriga (IhoJa Deva I.) 

Saktivarinan It. according to this grant bore the surnames 
Sa?na> aika bhairava Sat yds ray a. He seems to be quite a youthful prince 

nay, even a boy af the time of his accc.ssion to throne# fioiii the way in 
which it is said that lie was cr(»wned to the kingdom by his father out of 
affection (putra.-sneha) after conquering atl his enemies for him. Else- 
where in the Ryali Platesl'^ ivhich were issued by Vijayaditya VII. him- 
self twelve years after he had assumed the reigns of sovereignty, the 
king deeply mourns untimely and tragic death his young son 
Saktivarman JI. on the battle field when he was hemmed in on all 
sides, and compares him to the epic hero Abhimanyn. 

The object of the grant is record the gift of the village of 
Numiyavada in the Prolunandu to Ada pa Appana, an officer of the 
^ king on the occasion of a lunar eclipse, that came sometime after the 


13 Ep, Sep. for 1938—24 p, 77. 
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king’s coroftatron. Ht is said to belong to the Kasj^&pa gotra and ApOBi 
ctmbiS. antra. He is referred in most respectful terms by the king, and 
described as one who took great pains in his cause as if it was own. 

He is the son of Kapfhena, and son’s son of Drona, who was praised 
. by sfl I Earned men as an excellent person. Appana’s mother’s family name 
is mentioned as Benti kula through curiously enough her name itself is 
^ omitted. It is doubtful from the absence any statement or indication 
^ whether the donee, Adapa Appana was a Brdhmana after all. W'e may 
*take him either to be Ksatriya or more probably as a 6udra, for we 
have till this day Sudra families with the surname Adapa. The^ famous 
chiefs, Era Bommu Nayaka and China Bommu Nayaka of A'elur of the 
time of Achyutaraya, Saclasivaraya and Ramaraya of Vijayanagar, be" 
longed to the Adapa family, and the Telugu word Adapa cmeans “the 
bearer of the betel leaf bag for the king or any high personage’'. The 
Adapa family was very illustrious in Vijayanagar History not only for 
their valour but also for their patronage of Appaya Dik^ita and 
brahmjnical learning of the Saivaite school. These naiks of Velur also 
belonged to the Kdayapa gotra. 

^ This inscription is dated and contains the date of the king^s 

coronation. Saktivarman’s coronation took place on Thursday, the and 
tithi of the bright fortnight of the moi^h of Tula, jSaka Safhvat 983 expired 
expressed in numerical word syihbols^ guna — S, vasu^S, 
which corresponds to 'I'hursday, i8lh October A. I). 1061. The lunar 
eclipse may also be calculated and thus we will be able to know exactly 
the date on which the present gran*t was made. 

Numiyavada, the village granted cannot be identified now. • There is 
no village of that name in Prblunandu which corresponds to the modern 
Taluk of Peddapuram, portions of Ramaghandrapuram, Cocanada and 
subdivisions of Pithapuram and iuni, ot the East podavari District. The 
village was probably deserted and hence gone out existence in course of 
time. It might be that the village Timmapuram, at ^hich the plates 
were found, lying between Pithapuram add Cocanada, was the original 
Numiyavada. Some of the villages mentioned as boundaries cannot also 
identified. Barasivada and Chanduru are not to be seen. Chanduru may 
be Chandurti, but the village is a little far aVay from Timmapuram. Even 
the small local streams mentioned as boundaries may not be 
existing today, l^he Teiugu portion of the inscril)tion contains many 
archaic words (for example, pari ti “stream) ; and it is this aspect that is 
reall}; interesting to the philologist and linguist, interested in the study of 
the archaic Teiugu. 

» The executor of the grant is Katakadhipati Narayapa, the poet 

who composed it is Kavi Kamana. The scribe is said to belong to 
VUvukarma kula, but his name is obliterated. • 
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TEXT,’ 

Fifsi Plate^ Second Side* 


2 3i»rai I 319 qi wfig w; 


fg«iTg «ftw^rnn®r: ii ( V) 5sig?i 

(iRRi:*)*] I 3»Rr: 3 ^ 

* 5119^9^ II (^*) ?reRi ?[i 3 ?rari^5Wg^ 

I ?i?i; 

5 I ?Gfr 3nw3i^^’gff«#?r 1 (?ri:) *iT<Rr: ?ra: li«i 

® RqqfcreRi: 9R»Jt9 hrpIW ^a^Ri 

7 ?I<T= ^FR «Rft ?a?RTf8J^ *lf^ «I?t 

®, ^iFranft w^wft5i^«i:i hci: ?RTt l 

2 ®»inFTg;iT^ft ^pqni 3 ^ 1 *^ jbiri: iRgi ?rara^«mni 

w:?! ?n®*m 11 1 ?nTr wr?ii 5 i>f 5 

•v 


1' i:«fr ?rat f^^Nsr i?renr wrersr ?m g?fFiT m 

3iwg^5^T I ?r?r: 


Second Slate, ^First Side. 

^ WRi; ’in^’cr5i:i'° < Wsi ?iR(^*)fi:[>*] 

’Hfra^r w 

’* 5q^:” II ( 5 # ) '®WRFr wi 

nNUlWiil ^fwf gj ’TTg 


1. From the ink impresaioni supplied tome by Mr. J. Ramayya Fantulu, B.A.«B.L 
% Sloka SirdulavikrldiU 3 Sloka Anushtup. 

4 The letters in the brackets were first written* then struk off and then* 
inscribed again between lines 3 and 4. Hence they are not very clear. 

5 Read^[;n«T7: 6 Sloka Arya. 7 Read pSiW*" 

8. The Vi$rga is ^uperfloous. 9. Read Sloka Ary& 

11 The Viearga is superfluous 12. Sloka, SArdulavikrldita. 13 Read^’W^RW** 
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II (^*) ?l?r%IT SW; 

'7 Jfsri mC‘ ^ sTOiffr 4 ?Rr: 5 rai^ 

• • WtoW wIR 

J® >rsi[r*] ftfgwRWT*’ ^i^nrrt 
**® m 48 i^p?nww?^ 1 

21 ^ g (ft^*)'° i ! WWt[l 4 g q i | « l dSW^i l ft^!a* 4 tfli*l<III^HI 5 ft[<?. 

22 nwf^HTSSRft i qr ^ fHR^ n i w^^^a^ini t[n^ 

2* gw ftw«3(wlw*)«5wifwHT^rww^ «K(r*)i:^RWT www<5ww i w w wm 

-* *w wigf^«fi<fl wi^ w*iw# *frtiwrn«i fww w <:w Biqw wr- 

a 

• Second PUde, Second Side. 


2* ri qoiw 4l?|o| ^aWTcPm W^ *T WW B :WIS^. mfe%dH wfwwwr'® w 
<ii4«f'e®!T ^nnww wwwt wnrwgwffrtw « 

27 f^wmwrfw f 5 ift??rr*ftw wraisqfwwifw wwnnw www n*ii^ 

28 ftn^ wiwws^ s[f^ 3 Wi^ mwww i w u ^‘‘wwjr 

29 ^ ftwwifif# fw«gw 3 ?njqw:i ^bwfww sirarwr wi[cpasiw wsww:ii<'^^) 

3^ WfgwJ wiwwftiwBw WRgw: ^ f^ *w i I Hwi*www: (»*) Wiwrat www^’ 

81 ww w’^yiwiw wiws^Rmripif (g*)wjoit 

82 ?:(T*)swW(f*) n [ ^< iq iMr<M|fadH*HjHfil*m^«<m^ l ^m^NlW<WW 4 W W TOT 
88 ^ wwwiftd w^«ro^wraw a^w W( W 3 %”?irn^ storjrt qwir 
8 * W 5 JW RT[W*] «Tfir 4 fl*rl Wg«lf WT^TOTWT fww^^nlWt: WSIWWWW^ 
85 J WTWT war f 5 w( ^w}<ij[>( tgt ^ 4 i w ^ i!<i ) §NftTO «rwwww. [i*]w^iw# w 

wfliwwww wTwi%i^ I iRqw; wa f^ r^ i ftw|w- 


14. Bead ’ag^WW” i5. Bead ‘’M|4|’ 1C. Bead *% 17. Read ftpinfR^Pir 

18. fhe leUars have been left out carelessly by the So^be. 

18 Read 2 > Slofca ‘Anushtup. 21 Read 22. Read 
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Third plate. First side. 

5T«Rnfifji 

•®8 ^ ?R[^: «eH^: 

^eT4Ts^?T?3?it i%3ran^ i 

sf^JreTOSirS^csrrf^^ci ?R35i: sqj * 

«r an^w»ftiT ?Rg?i: qwRi 

*3 ?ir^ ^«Kf3r: ?j?i^ f^sraif^ ' 

w uror 

.45 ^ 35iTr.*^afr3R}fi)i[i*]5 **354T^qf^^5n^q|?r 

^stmfir 5nw>Tr 1 aiii [»*] 

47,*®?RrWtr?«i% i «Ri!i% I a#iRwrOTit: «RR«#f 

^ ii [c*] . 

48 “®OTT1 ^rSR?l ?TSI#Rg5rr I w ^ 

Third p.ate,^ Secopd side. 

49 a5?5iiiri^: I [‘^'*] *°3r3<!i5rrwf^r 

rg^iT ?Rr: 


33 ?Nfiiir ??Trftar®’’ 1 (?<>*)• *^3raT«r> ?ig: 

3^ [1*] ’'airoj 

55%-ii [<?*] 

32 I JT^ir»*55aiwr4Ri” sn^Jiaefiyf (i(<IR*) 

23 Bead 24 Rea<f 35?^: 25 Metre Injravajra 

26 Metre sloka Anushtubh 27 The reading here ii extremely doubtful and 

incorrectt I restore the reading of the text thus tentatively: 'flRT^HR fq?rqw* 

28 Metre Atmthtubh 29 Bead ^RR^WT 30 Metre Anuaktubh 

31 Read 32 Metre Indravajra 83 Bead 

84 SlOka AnushtM, 36 Bead 36 Bead °S?I?^° , 

37 1 Metre V’asantatilall&, ' 
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53 

54 

55 «j3i%ai *iHt4w»w4 THi= I Iw ^ ^ 

56 II [?!?•] arft^ I ftjraTft3iT” 4hn*4Wa«Fiw ^ 

• Bnif^ 31 

# 

57 Pl<alft4W lf ^ 51^w: II (?^*) W5 f«T§ 

^ ?»(:*) I sr 

58 aqf|?33*lfW tl (?^*) 3I^5T^ ^ 


58 ^51 Hwfi^3 } * i '3T^iiiim3 f^RinpiiV 

85 4 T 4 tg4 sin^hrar i 

61,^ 4#?w: II [?'**] ^ 5#*Rwr a^rcnssr 


Fourth plate^ First side. 


68 qift 4| | (tiHIL I ^<^|jtf#lg^ :l3r8lfa: <g(4f^fif«l^ 4r 

41# 5r(i*)«i5?^ ! 

64 ^fcirsr^rasf^t I ftTORJjg^rwr pRagfefhnjfSr 

65 ^ f4ra^4»f^:^7 ,1 48^ i ft^rr 

rsr^ „ t ® < 

MM3 5irar 

66 %iir ^R^3Rn I jrsbt »T5g4^ i 

67 ^ftRu|fe#*'4n34 wm o qi ^aW r: !raT:ii(R<j,*)i ^i3# 

68 w4S#4 »ra qnirt I 3rf4N: fil4 T 4Bi^w [ w | i^ to# sraiij 

I • 

68 413# ll(^D “’s«# 4Rrai 3T 

70 <^m4N3 I If^ #3ni^gq3#: ^ 


S8 Metre Indravajra* 39 Metre Giti, 40 Metre Anushtubh, 

41« This And the I elft>wiDg sleka are in Metre Sardulavikftdita. 

42 Bend 43 The reading is doubtful 44 Read 5fT% 

45 Bead ‘Srro’’ 46 Metro Malini 47 Bead 

' ^ 

48 iietxe Bwrdulavihridita* 49. Bead §0 Read *^EnW^* 

5f The reading is doubtful. 62 Metre s'oka Aryagiti, 53 Met% Sardulavikridita . 
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% I 3!!:3SW II 

,73 wiaj IPP * 

7 * «3[r: qnj qg ^<ai . 3?ji^ 1 «ferr?pP!niT«r 

• Fourth plate. Second side, 

7 ® «3^3i5l ii(^« '*) ^issfe5^5Br«m 

76 jg?:;' q?:4T4i^4:^: ^glgiq^q : || ^TT 

77 mm q^K I gfff^RI ilSHliiN?: q < ^r w : «RJT 

78 Mipjq: «fNRqr^5: II (^q « l! ft«IH^Hl ^|g 

73 ^ s^^rq; ®7?;5igf|^ ♦ii9l3^f^?i ^q'lqf^ gqqsi 

»* !i«n5Riiwf RRKHTWfq#! qqi i ^sariq^ansqq n*) 

81» I 5l®I 3<»«rqTl%%;'[^t\*] 

82 ?i^3; q^TO5^; ^!%qRq I ?r: fs^qf^srNrr^r . 

83 II (R^*) BTFipfRrarft ^ipi^ «F^q# qf^JRT I Mr: 

fiiiw 

.84 gw^qr II [R's^] siRRiq^: saqtqg^r ’Tritarar jRi?g: 

3 pqM ^ 

83 5^ ic^sqr q: || [V-i'^] «ft qmr^ 

3t 

87 sq 3l4q #RWR qWMI*! (JT*) 

54 Metre Anushtubh * 5^o Read 

55 Metre Sardulavikridita. 

5 ]^ The text in lines 7j and 74 is full of mistakes as some letters have beet 

omitted and therefore could net je c^rractad. 5/ Rj.il 

58 This and the following plpkas in IK 82-r8t are in. A'luMubh metre* 

59 Metre XJpajaiu 80 Metre Anushtubh 

61 Read . -63 Read 68 Read °^° • ; 
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Fifth plate, Firfit side, 

'89 sIsraftTRi (:*) ^3 

90 q^JJR ^^3 I ^ftJTT arw^RT: =^3;^«T5!T 'T3s^?IF*r 

55T3 sil^Mrei^ rreao I i^ftiTr it. 

* ^ ea>g..^ qi^r^ li^igg i ^ qg^qf^^eMfJTf 
!T I ^ qi%*R: * 

94. q^g ^ qtSR^ ^5T 

S'® ft?r « 8 #^T I ^FftR «rni5?R: gpsiRftRR qeS^ 3%®»2? 

98 qsrf^qi fftR qr^^RR qRTRgg q^ qeS^rqt^ 

97 g;T sRHRg =q lftq|(?) ^fg ^^oig^T 

?® 1 I ?ftqT^.5TRR: =qfi^<-q#55 qgJT1% ign II 3TRRftq%q f^T 

99' vjRi^sqr ^m^RiTqRq^r I qsiT#?fe ^rnqrgsq^ 

' isfo g II ®SR?qr q^qfikr qfiN§ f^[qfsiR*] 

Fifth plete, Second side. 

101 qtl%^; II (^0*) qif^TSfgqTqrrT qpirg qrfeqr i qR qR^qr^ftT. 
los qqiq3Tin% ii (^? ) [^fJh ^ (gqtqR*’® qq?q 

>03 q^n^qr q>, . qr qwq^r^^ i qqqRRiq fqw4Tf5.q m: qfs 
. 50 * qnt, qqqJr qqr qq ^r. . .gsqlftTq frr[^>i,) ] * 111 ^r’') 

TKANSliATION. • 


. . Lines I t <4 54 -are idcnlical with the text of the*FCoriimiIli Plates 
of' Rajaraja,' {/nt/fan A?if2i7'iiar^. vol. XIV. p. 48ff.) 

V. 14. His (Vimaladitya’s) son, Rajaraja, the foremost of the 
race of the Moon (Chmidia vapt^a) protect^l the earth (kingdom) with 
great ability for full forty-one years. 

, ’ V. 15. Atfid to Vimaladitya was born, frcfni his queen Me^ava- 

mahadevi who was Jike the goddess Laksmi to the ocean (tamily) of the 
Cho}as, Vijayaiitya, who was praised by all kings. 


64 This and the following slokas a;© in Anushtubh metre. 

65a Metrj Bnrdtilavikridlta. r>5 Lines 102—104 are uni.ftelligible except fot 

a few words here a id tliera, rendering th's task of correcting the tjxt difficult, 
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V. i6. This prince Vijayaditya, who is a step-brother of 
Rajaraja, having been born of a different mother, oaptui^ed’ the great 
kingdom of his brother with great valour, in his absence. ^ 

V. 17. He (Vijayaditya) is surpassing Hari (Vi.^nu) in valour, 
Dharmaja in truthfulness, Manu in character and eminence, Sun in spl^indour, 
Bhargava in wisdom, Cupid in beauty, by making his fame spotless and 
pure and sung by the whole Universe, above all, as the victorious and the 
best of the race of the Chalukyas. ^ 

.« V. 18. Vijayaditya had, by his cjueen Madava mahadevi, who * 
was like the goddess of fortune to the milk ocean of the race of the 
Haihayas, a son, who was the embodiment qi fortune kself, who wa** 
praised till the fa^-thest ends of the universe by his eight poets, whose 
birth was long looked for as the most auspici jus event, who was endowed 
with great energy and prowess, who was like the moon, and who was called 
Saktivarma. 

V. iq. When the ^a/ca year gained the number 983, represented 
by^ the Quna^ vasu^S, niVi/a-q, '—an cl the Sun was in Tula, on 
Thursday, the second titJd of the bright fortnight, when the nak^atra was 
Anuridha and in the Kuniba lagaa, he, (Saktivarma) was crowned to t!ie 
kingdom of Vengi. 

V. 20. Having been placed on, the high throne of *the kingdom 
of Vengi by his father (Vijayaditya) wdio coiuiuercd for him all the 
'enemies, who w'as full of glory, whose heart was tilled wdlli the deep 
emotion of love for his son, Saktivayna protected the kingdom and the 
people attained great prosperity. « # ^ 

* V. 21. While he (Saktivarma) was protecting the earth (kingdom) 
the people lived in great fear of sin, in profound reverence and love for 
the dhnrrna and greatly desirous of doing mutual good and dear things 
to each other, ai^d enjoyed unbroken progeny. 

V. 22, $ His (Saktivarma) glorious fame, which is like the mooli' 
light, like the rays of the stars and the smile of the l!,ord, like the milk, 
and like the flow' of water, having spread as far as the ends of this Universe, 
even the elephants that bore it turned white and the mahouts are 
painting their front-plates thickly with the particles of red colour, every 
now and then. 

V. 23. Lik*c his queen, the kingdom was ^sw^eet and uttering^ 
sweet words, beautiful being decked with ornaments (riches and prosperity), 
lovely and charming, and very loving like the beloved. 

V. 24. He, the Samaraika Bhairava, victorious in war,— the 
Very terror of his enemies, whose mace burst open the heads of rutting 
'yar elephants,— roams on the victorious battlefields full of ,valou{;, 
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Ll, 75—80. He is th^ Sarvaldhalraya, Sri Vi^^uvardhana, 
Maharajadhiraja, Parameivara, Paramahhatfanaka, Paramnbrahma^tya, 

* Pararnamahi^vara, Satyasrayadeva. Ht, the Saroalok^ ray a, Sri Vi^^uvar- 
dhana, Maharajadhiraja, Paramesvara, ParamabhaU^raka, Paramabrah- 
mat^Cf, Faramaindhesvara, Satyasrayadeva.-having called together the culti- 
vators and the heads of the villages (Kutumbinah and ‘ Ra^trakuta pramu. 
khan) to assemble, commands thus, in the presence of inantri, purohtta, 

' sindpati, yuvardja, damwka and pradhana : — ^ 

* V. 25. 'rhere is born in the family of Apastamba (foVower of 
the Sutra of Apastamba) and in the Kasyapagotra, Drdpa who was a very 
noble person, juid of very high position and great character. 
His son was Kanthena, who is praised by learned men,ras a virtuous man. 

V. 26. His consort, bom of the Benti/m^a, was a virtuous and 
devoted wife, a noble lady, whose fame was as pure as the white lotus. 

V. 27. To them w'as born in the Arya kula, like the very heavenly 
Hower pdrijdla for the learned men, one, who is praised by all as gt^at 
and one who is intent on doing meritorious deeds, and who is-the foremost 
among the best men. , 

V. 28. He, who has taken pains for the cause of all as if it 
was his own, ^ he, who enjoys his wealtji along with his relatives and friends 
dividing it equally between theni ant^ himself. 

Ll. 86 to 88. To him, AdapaAppana, who has taken great 
pains in my cause, who is my devoted and loyal servant, the village of 
Numiyavada in your district ( Pr6lufiai?du\ has been given away by us 
after converting it into nif auraltant/on the occasion of the lunar eclipse, 
with the libation of water. J.et this be known to you all. 

Id. 8 q — 98. 'The boundaries fot the village granted are : 
On the east, hill containing bamboo shrubs Afiinta aird Dfiba of Chandurti, 
On the south-east, a stream Howing between tields (md7iydniu) of Chanduru 
and Padanda ( village ? ) On the south, stream Howing into the field 
{i^idnyahiu) of Padanda. 'Fo its north and to its west a Ficus infectoria 
(Juwi)* To the south -we.st, Sands at the end of the I'ank ot Padadaiiipali 
iimiage). On the west, alluvial .soil to ^ the east of Babbaravadi 
fmlthge) and a small stream flowing on the east of Tungagunta (village) 
and a canal flowing to the east of the boundary of^ Naduguru (village), 
'On the nort-west, the mountain torrent of Nuvtiru Barasivada and to its 
south, the boundary fields cultivated by the mountain stream and 
a band of Chanduru on its south and the intervening land between them 
and a Ficus infectoria (Juwi) tree to its south. On the north-east, alluvial 
5 oi< of Chanduru and sands to its west. * 

y, 88— loa. Usual imprecatory verses. , 
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V. 32 (Here the writing is all mutilated.) This grant was execu- 
^ ted by the Katakadhipat^ Ka . . ya and composed by ♦he poet Narayanarya 
and inscribed by Ammaya, son of Komana of the Visvakarma kula. etc, 

POSTSCRIPT 

• • 

I felt a cfoubt whether ray restoration of the text, in line 47 above 
was sound and correct, since writing the above. I think the line can be 

restored in the following manner only: |* 

This restoration seems to be reasonable and ^probable. If the poet or the* 
composer of the grant wanted us to understand that there were murders of 
each other’s sons, he would not iiave inserted this fact in metre 
along with the ^act that “the younger prince Amma (II.) ruled the 
kingdom fo? twenty-five years.” He would have put this statement in a 
separate sentence after stating that Ammaraja reigned for twenty five 
years, with some amount of clearness of expression. As the text now is, the 
sequence is that Raja Bhima had two sons, Danarnava and Ammanypa, 
and of these, the younger one Amma protected the earth for twenty five 
years. Immediately after this follows another anu§tubh which records 
that Banarpava reigned for three years afterwards. As the text starwis, 
there is no place for stating that Amma and Danarnava murdered each 
other’s son» even before the fact o^ Ammaraja's reign is stated. I believe 
that the restoration made by me qriginally is untenable and hold that 
^ there were no murders by Danarnava ard Amma, at any time in the reign 
of the last named prince. The text as restored now by me clearly states: 
“He (Raja-Bhima 11.) had two sons, lianarnava and Ammanfpa, and the 
younger Amma protected the earth (tirngdom) fcTr twenty five years.” 1 , 
do not think in the light of this new interpretation even, I need 
alter my conclusion about yie last days of Amma II that, “for some 
unknown cause all tbe relations of Amma on his queen’s side, led by 
Ganda Narayana* Bhaskara changed colours and joined Badapa who 
invaded Vengi apd conquered it with the help of the Ra^trakutas.” 



, HISTORY OF PADMANAIKS. 

R. SUliKA RAU, M.A., L.T. ' 

An old Palmyrah leaf Manuscript, containr^ 25; leaves, each 
measuring 14" x iV^’ in size and containing 5 or 6 lines of Telugu 
c matter written on both the sides, was presented 2 years back to the 
Museum of the Society by Mr. Vemury Viswanadha Sarma, M. A., L. T. 

reveals the origin and ^the history of the Padmanaiks, k opens 
with the description of the exploits of Kakati Pratapa Rudra Maharajah 
and states that j^y servii^^ him, the Kdpus became Velama-Kavtmds, 
and finally came to be styled Padmajaa or, Padmanaiks, They are 
called Velamas whose warlike qualities are much praised in Ihe work. 77 
Gotras are stated and they are named mostly after places. The titles 
of these 77 Gotras and the reasons for the same, are next explained. 
These appear more or less boastful and vain. One title, Kdkati Baja 
Bdjya Sthdpandchdrya is, however, significant. Th(‘ terms, Kakali and 
Kakita, are both used. The Gotra named Pallava and the titles Pallava 
Chakravarti and Pallava Trinetra are also significant showing the alfvempts 
made by the Chiefs to connect themselves with powx*rful ruling tribes 
of the past. The iiile 'Ahavamalla Bd^ya Sthdpavdeharya might probably 
refer to the help given by thes& Padmanaiks to the Western Chalukyas, 
before the Kakatiyas because independent and powerful. After the fall 
of the Western Chalukyan power, they seem to have become the loyal 
vassals and ruling chiefs under the*^ Kakati Maharajahs. 

. After describing* the titles *of the 77 Gotras of the Velamas^ 

the work states that the Padmajas or Padmanaiks numbering 77, loyally 
served their master Pratapa Rudra Kakatesw^ra and when inlluencedby the 
King of Gauda, the Yavanas, the Maratas, the Gurjaras, and the Malavas, 
besieged Orugallu or Eka Sila Nagaram f Modern WarrjtngaP they collec- 
ted a force of 9 lacs and drove tliein off. Hence, for tiheir courage and 
warlike deeds, the Kakati King gave them several presents and titles. 

The remaining part of the work is purely descriptive of the 
qualities and duties, of the Velamas or Pac^niajas, The ruler of Dehli, 
the Turki ruler of Rhamini Kingdom, the Kalinga ruler, the Pandyan and 
the Bengal ruler, all alike, are described as having been terrified by the 
deeds of Padmanaiks. 

The work closes with a poetic description of Orugallu, the 
Capital of Pratapa Rudra who is said to have ruled for 36 years and 
worshipped Sreesaila Mallikarjuna. 

Originally, a certain Badabagni Bhatta wrote this work and 
Bhimana prepared a Sanskrit Version of it. t 



TWO NEW COPPER Pl.ATR INSCRIPTIONS OF VUAYADIT^iA;. 

R. SUBliA RAO, M.A.. L.T. 

History of the Plates. 

• 

•• These two new sets of copper platejj, with rings and seals in tact, 
discovered somewhere in West (lodavari Distrid nearly two years’ back' 
were placed in my hands by the learned PreskUmt of tlie Society, Mr. J. 
Ramayya Pantulu t H.A., n.L. for deciphermen and publication in, this 
Journal, and hence, I express my deep debt of gratitude to him for the 
kindness. The two sets are now depositee’ in the 'J’elugu Academy, 
Cocoanada of which our learned [^resident is the (’hairman. The impres- 
sions of the two sets of i) 1 :Ues, which were taken by me after a difficult process 
of*clcaning, arc now deposited, as usual, in tlu' Miiseuin of the Society, for 
kind perusal of Members and Public. Of the two sets, the first is bigger 
and heavier then the second. Its weight is tolas, while that of the 
second is 52H only. The diametre, of the rings of both sets is 
inches and of the seals 2 inches arM the^ circir 'fcrence i foot, each. The 
length and breadth of a plate of tlfe first set are 7" and 314^' respectively, 
•while tho.se of second set are and rest actively. 'I'hc thickness of 
a plate of the first set is Vi inch, while tha^ of the second is only. 
Hence, the great difference in weighj Jxdween ijie two .sets. 

Each .set contains 3 plates, and near the left hand edge centre of 
each, a hole is made, thro^igh which pa.s.ses the ring, the two ends of 
which are soldered ipjto a circular Seal, which contains a Crescent at the 
top, the legend ‘iV? Tribhuvanamkusa' in the middle, and an expanded 
l.,olus [lower at |he bottom, 

$ 

A Previously discovered Copper.PIate Inscription of the King. 

So far, only one copper plate grant of this king was discovered 
and noticed in the AnnuaU Bepori on South Indian Epigraphy for iot6- 
fgi7 on pages ii and 116. 'I’his record of Vijayaditya Maharaja contains 
also 3 plates measiiring 6^'^ x 2%" each. Th ‘ Seal #)f that record alsc^ 
contains a Crescent at top, the legend Sri TriHiuvanafhkusa in the middle 

and*an expanded Lotus at the bottom, with ai Amkusa on the side. The 

♦ •• 

same geneology of the Eastern Chalukya line, as is found in the present 
plates, viz., Mangiyuvaraja and his son V'isnuvardhana and his son, 

• i i A • ^ . 

Vijayaditya, is given. The king granted Sakharambu”, a village in 
Velnadu Vishaya (Cruntur Di.strict) to a resident of Karfrthchedu named 
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Devasarma of Hariti Ooira, on a Umar eclipse day in Ultarayana, The ' 
dale 763 AfD., is ascribed to the ^ijrant. 

Alphabet and lansruas:e of the Plates. , 

f 

The first side of the first plate and the second side of the third ^ 
plate ip both sets, do not contain any writing as it is their purpose to 
serve as covers. Excepting the first side of the third plate in the second 
set which contains only 6 lines, all other sides contain 7 lines of matter, 
t each, so that the first set contains 28 lines, while the second only 27 lines. 

^ 'The alphabet used in both sets of grants is old Telugu or^ 

Tel-Kcnnaih Lipi, as it is Trailed. The language of both sets is dn Sans- 
krit prose, except for the usual Vyasa Slokas found in the concluding 
portion of each grant. The first set is not written so correctly or care- 
fully as the .second one. In the first set, first plate, .second side, in lines 
2, and 6, pfiriiaausvdra is omitted after puirdnd, rdjydnd and kutafhala while 
in the same set, second plate, tivst side, in line 3, the letter na is not 
inscribed after the word, niravadhydddraQU. In both the sets, the use of 
anundsiku in the place of puritan isvdr a h resorted to, as is usual in all 
the grants of the age, vide, lanchana, Sriniaugi, Mandala, Kufu?hbim, 
DattO'fh, P(xncha in lines 4, 6, 7, 14, 20, 21 and 23. 

In the first set, in lines 15, 20, 21 and 28, and in the second 
set, in lines 11, 15, 18 and 19, the peculiar letter called Sakata repha 
or Baiiidi ra is inscribed. 'I'he ^iarliest form of the letter is found here. 

It is marked ‘r’ in the 2 inscriptions. 

History of the King’s Line. 

'Fhe following geneology the Eastern Chalukya line is known 

• * * 

to us from tlie copper plate grants of these kings published so far : — 

(i) Visnuvardhana 1. (Founder of the line), 

I A. 1). (61S-63 3) , 

(2) Jayasimha J. (3) Indrabhattaraka. 

(633*666.), (666.) • 

1 

(4) Vi^puvardhana 11. 

(666-676) 

• I 

(5) Mahgiyuvaraja (676-701) 


(6) Jayasimha II. (8) Visnuvardhana III. (7) Kokkili^ 

(701-714-) (714-751.) (714.) 

(9) Vijayaditya I. ^751-769.) 

{The Donor of the present grant$,f 
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The Donor according to his > Sets of Plates, has got the titles, 8 ama$ta 
bkuvanafraya, Chakravarti. Parama-brahmanya, Parama-mdhi^wara.y 
Vijayasidhi, Bhaftdraka, Vikramardtnd, Trihhuvandf^ku^a\ T^^ich clearly 
show that he attained Sovereign power over the whole of Ven^’Bajyafk 
extending from modem Vizagapatam District to Nellore District, along the 
east coast, and in the interior, to the region where the tributary^ Musi 
joins the main river* Krishna. While the Bay of Bengal bounded on the east, 
the Eastern Ganga kingdom lay to the north, the Pallava to the south 
and tl\e Rashtrakuta to the west. The last power just then rose by a , 
successful revolt against the Western Chalukyas and even tried to extin- 
guish tlfe Eastern Chalukyas. Erom the Alo^ Plates of Govinda II, pub- 
lished in Ep. Indica, Vol 6, P. 208, we learn that that Rashtrakuta king 
invaded in A.D. 769 the dominions of the Eastern Chal^kya king Vijaya- 
ditya T. and gaineil a victory near the confluence of the rivers Musi and 
Krishna and forced the Eastern C'halukya king to cede the Western 
Districts along with a heavy war fine. All the same, it would appear 
that Vijayaditya I. could hold his own ground, as attested by the several 
grants he made and the great titles he bore. For thirty years or more, 
this dynastic war was continued in successive reigns in both the dynasties 
until the Rashtrakutas were finally exhausted and forced to give up their 
dream* of extirminating the PListern Chalukya line of Ven";i. • 

Subject-matter of the Plates. 

• 

The first 12 lines in botj^ th^ sets arc i)rnctically one and the 
same, and again the first sides of the last plates in both .sets are also 
identical, except for the additional mention in the very last line of the first 
set, of the name ‘Bhaurama’, the executor of the Plates. Lines 13 to 21 natu- 
rally differ in both the sets as the/ • mention <he different districts and 
villages, the heads and cultivators of which were a.ssembled and informed 
of the king’s order. Lines i^to 17 are somewhat common as the donee in 
both grants is one and the same. 'Fhe village Vargiparu, the gotra 
Bharadvaja, and ^he geneology of the Donee Madhavasarma II. , who is 
the son of Siva^rma and grand son of Madhavasarma, as mentioned in 
both sets of the plates, are practically identical but the accomplishments 
of the Donee are differently described in the two sets and from this diffe- 
rence, an important conclusion must be made, viz., the second 
set is later in date than the first because by the time the first 
set was written, the donee was able to recite only two Vedas. In 
other words, the same Donee belonging to the fame place receives* 
at first, on the occasion of the lunar eclipse, the grant of A^fakhandik(JL 
extent of , field and at a later period, on the occasion of solar 
eclipse, the grant of Dvddaiakhandikd extent of field, free of all taxes 
and obstacles, in* both cases. In lines 19 to 21 in the first set and i8*to 
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w w tiic «econd '®ct, the boundaries of the fields granted are given with ^ 
great detail in old Telngu language. In the first set, the field granted 
lies to the west of Crommajuru* village in Gudrahara Vi§aya (modem 
Gudivada and Bandar Taluks in Kistna District). In the second set, the* 
field granted lies to the east of Dinakadu village in Prakuuora Vi^ayat 
(mofieni Guntur Taluk). In both the cases, the resident cultivators and 
village heads of the concerned villages were summoned and informed of 
the fact of the grants and of the conditions under which they were 
madci so that proper protection and care might be bestowed on them. 

In the concluding portions of both sets, the usual Vyasa^ Hokas 
are mentioned so that future kings might reap all the benefits by preserv- 
ing them and suffer disgrace and ruin by destroying them. 

Tkxt of First set of plates.' * 


First Plate, Second Side, 

1. Svasti Srimatath sakala bhuvana saiiistuyamana Manavyasa go 

2. ttrauarhH^itiputr^a(m)Kausikivaraprasadalabdharajyana(iii)matrgaua 

3. pari pal itanath Svami-Mahasenapadanuddhyatanam BhagavanNarayana- 

4. prasada-samasadita vara-Varaha-larhcchane k§ana*ksana vasikr- 

5. tarati-mandalanam Asvamedhava bhrtha snana-pavitri krta -vapu 

6. sadi Chajukyanam kula-mala(rii) kari^no Sri Mangi Yuvarajasya-priya 

^ • -pautrah 

7. nija-bhuja-bala-varjitasesa-bhupal^a-maridalasya aneka-tuladhrta 

Second Plate, First Side, 

B. suvarpa-dana-varddhilava-data-kirttih Sarvvalokasraya Sri-Visnuvardha 
9. na Maharajasya priyatanayah ^ap ratapavanata samasla-sa 

10. manta-chakraschakravarttih laksapdpeto niravadyodara gu(ria)gaqalaTh 

' krtah 

11. paramabrahmauyab parama Mahesvaro ^ata pitr padanu dhyata 

J2, sSamasta-bhuvanasraya Sri Vijayaditya Maharajadhiraja Paramesva 
15, ra*Bhatt^akah Gudrahara vi^aye Gommaluru-nama-grama-madhivasato 

14. Ra^traku^apramukhankutumbinassarvarTkthamajnaparati Viditamastu- 

Second Plale^ Second Side. 


15, vdsmabhih Vargip ayuvastavyaya Bharadvaja gotraya Madhava 

16. ChaturvvedTSarmmanah^paiitraya Vedavedarhgavide ^ ivasarnimapah 

^ _ _ putra 

17 *. ya Vedadva^adhyayiijaL tadgyajnodevasy a MadhavaSarmmape 

Chandra gra 

udakapurvvam krtva A^takandi ka drav avapa prama 
sarvaharapariharenalTattaA Purvatah Chit*eruguta mafta 
bu^ak^i^atah gendarubaya k§etra% Paschimatab Ko^u Utara 
jiv tab iPj^jga^abu ete^ih cbaturavadhi madhyavarti*ki^etra||j, grama pa 
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22 . 

24. 

^25. 

26. 

27. 

28* 


Third Flaie, First Side, K(k: 

schimatah i Asyopari nakenachid badha kar iniya k aroti 1 y^ssa pa 
ncha mahapataka sa^nyukto bhavati Vyas napyuktam 1 fiahubhir vasu 
dha datta bahubhischanupalita ya«3^a yasya yada bhbmi sta « 

sya tasya tadaphalaih 1 Svadattam parad attaiiiv a yohareta 
VasundharSrii sastivvarsa sahasrani vistayam jayate krmih 1 
hnra sv antya 'i?isam fchoraTii^ navisal visa inJ^yate visamikaki 
haihti Brahmasvam piitra pautri kim II Ajnapti Bhaufama Sri. 5 
’ TRANSLATION. 


LI. 1-^12. Hail Prosperity! Sri Vijayaditya — who is a Maharajadhiraja, ’ 
Paramesvara and Bhattaraka; who is the refuge of all the worlds; who is the 
devotee of the feet of (his) mother and father; who is a Parama-Brah- 
manya and Parama-Mahesvara; who is adorned with good features and 
with combihation of unalloyed good virtues, who is the Emperor of the 
entire vassal group of princes subdued by l\is valour; who is the dear 
son of Sri Vishnuvardhana Maharaja who is the refuge for all the worlds, 
who has his pure fame increased by granting Suvanids weighed in several 
scales and who has the entire circle of ruling princes subdued by the 
strength of his own shoulders; who is the dear grandson of Sri Mangi 
Yuvaraja who adorned the family of the Chalukyas who have their bodj/es 
purified by the ablutions performed after celebrating horse sacrifices; who 
have had the provinces of the enemies subdued instantaneously at the 
sight of the excellent crest of Boar which was acquired through the favour 
of the Divine Narayana; who meditate on the feet of Svami Mahasena; 
who are protected by the troop of the Seven Mothers; who obtained the 
kingdom by the excellent favour of Kausiki; who are the sons pf Hariti; 
who are of the lineage of Manava whicRfs praised 'throughout the whole world 
LI. 13 — 21. — Orders, as follows, all the cultivators and chief headmen living 
in the village called Gommaluru in the District of Gudrahara: — Let it be 
known! By me Avas given, with libation of water, eight Khandis of land 
together with crops, free from all taxes, on the occasion of lunar eclipse, 
to Madhavasarmji who is well versed in the recital of two Vedas and who 
is the son of Sivasarma who knows Vedas and Vedaiiigas and who is the 
grandson of Madhava-chalurvedi-sarma and wlio belongs to Bharadvaja 
gutra and who is a resident of Vargiparu. (Boundaries thus:) To 
the East: Chitt^ruguta upla^ftd. To the South: Sendafubaya field; To 
the West: Ko^u or, low land; To the North: Ppamdarabu or, waste land. The 
land lying between the^foresaid four boundaries is to the West of the village., 
LI. 22 — 28. Regarding this — the land lying bet w^een the aforesaid four 
boundariesmobody shall cause any injury; whoever causes any injury 
shall be treated as having committed the 5 Great Sins. Vyasa 
also has said thiw: The earth has been granted by many; whoever* at 
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any time possesses the earth, to him belongs, at that time, the reward of 
this grant now made, if he continues it. Whoever confiscates the land that 
has been gfven, wfi^ther by himse^if or by another, is tormented in hell 
for the duration of sixty thousand years. The wealth of a Brahmin is 
deadly poison; not so, the ordinary poison. Ordinary poison kills but one 
person^but a Brahmin’s wealth destroys the whole family, root and branch. 
Ajnapti (Executor of the Grant) is Bhaurama. 


'I'EXT OF Second Set of Plates. 


First Plate, Second Side, 

1-7 lines arc same as those fCund in the first set, first plate, second stde, 
Secoad Plate, First Side. 

8‘I2 lines are same as those found in the first set, secQ^nd plate, first side. 

13. mesvara Bhattarakah Prakunoravishaya Dinakadu nama Grama madhi 

14. vasato Rastrakuta pramukhan kiituihbinassarvan itthamajnapayati vi 


Second Plate, Second Side, 



IQ. 

20 , 


ditamastu Vosmabhih Varjip aru vastavyaya Bharadvaja sagotraya « 
Madhava chaturvedi pautraya Sivaya chaturvedi putraya Madha 
va chaturve^ sravanadv edi Sfiryagrahapa nimitte grama purvji 
taiii asybv adhih Purvatah Metta parati pularii karusu Da yA/ 
kstpatah Valleniya ksetram Paschimatah chirati chela Utta 
ratah Maganachenu DvadasAkhandivrihi vapa purvenam k?etram udaka 


21. 


purvarh sarvakarapariharena dattaih ete§ani chaturavadhi madhya^ 

k§etram 


Third PlatQ, First Side. 


22 — 27 lines are same a* those fOtfnd in the first set, third plate, 
first side, excepting the mention of the name of Ajnapti in the endl* 


TRANSLATION.^ 


Lines i — 12 Same as before. 

13—21 —Orders as follows all the cultivators and chief headmen living in 
the village of Dinakadu, in Prakunora Vishaya: — Let it be known ! By 
me was granted, with libation of water, twelve Khandis of land together 
with crops frjefrom all taxes, on the occasion of Solar eclipse, to Madhava who 
knows the recital of the four Vedas and who is the son of Chaturvedi 
Sivaya and grand-son of Chaturvedi Madhava and who belongs to 
‘Bharadvaja Gotra 5 nd who is a resident of Varjiparu.*The land granted lies 
to “^the east of the village. Its boundaries (are as follows): East — Elevated 
Stone boundary; South — field; West — ^Stone heap; North —Plain field. 

22 — 27 Same as before, excepting the mention of the name of 
Ajfiapti in the end, 
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The Aitar^ya Brahmafia, a work composed long before 500 B.C, , 
mention® the tribe of the Andhras as having been cursed by Visvamitra to live on 
the fringe of the Aryan settlements, probably on the back of the Vindhyas. 
Magasthenes who lived in the 4th quarter of 4th century B.C. as the Greek 
envoy at the Court* of Chandragupta Maurya has mentioned them as second 
in power to the Mauryas. In the Asokan Edicts, they are actually grouped 
with Pitinikas, Pulindas and other Cis-Vindhyan tribes and described as 
obeying his laws. The Jatakas mention Andhrapura as situated on Tela* 
•vaha river which forms the boundary between Madras Presidency and 
Central Provinces. Tht Purapas mention them as having uprooted, not 
only the Kapvas but also the Sungas who uprooted the Mauryas. The kings, 
who rfe described in the Purapas under the title of Andhras, are mentioned, 
in the inscriptions discovered in Nanaghat, Karle and Nasik caves in 
Western India, with the family name afSatavahana and the title ofSatakarpi. 

These Satavahanas, numbering 30 kings, ruled over the Andhras 
•for a little over centuries and it would appear, from inscriptions and 
coins, that after Asoka’s rule, when the Mauryan power began to decline, 
both the Kalingas, then under the Che^li dynasty t^ which Kharavela belonged 
and ^he Andhras, then under the Satavahana dynasty which was founded by 
Srimukha or Snsuka asserted their independence probably about 232 B.C. 
The inscription of Kharavela* discovered in the Udayagiri hills on the east 
coast clearly proves that, about 180 B. C., the Sungas were ruling over 
Magadha, the Chedis over Kalinga and the Satakarpis over the Dekkan, 

The early inscriptions and coins of the Satavahanas are found in the 
caves of Western India and it is therefore suggested that their rule 
started first on the North-West of the Dekkan and then extended along 
the Godavari and the Krishfta Valleys to the East Coast. 

From the discovery of the coins of the early kings in Malwa, Central 
India, Konkan and lAahara^tra, it can be inferred thaf they established 
their political power at first over the Bhojas, Ra§trikas, Mu§ikas and 
Malavas of North-west Dekkan and then gradually spread it over the 
Andhras and the Karnatas. 

The earliest coins are said to be punch-marked ingots, bearing 
or devices marked by a punch and belonging to 7thor6thoentury B.C. 
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Punch coins bear letters of a legend which are each impressed by a punch. 
They appear ‘long J^efore the I)ie*coinage is produced by the Andhras.^ 
As the art of coinage developed, the use of punch gave way to that of 
matrix or die. 'I'he plate is struck on a symbol placed below and then* 
aroT^nd this symbol, others are added leaving the other side plain. 
During the Chahikyan times, again, the punch coins suth as the Varahas 
and Padma-tankas appear. 1 he punch marks are so many symbols * of 
authority intended for semiring their correctness and purity, , 

l.ater on, recLingiilar or circular llal pieces came to be cut from 
metal and they beai legends find tievic'es on one side. Several devices of 
various sorts sucli as, human iiguies, arms, trees, liirds, animals, Buddhist 
symbols, and solar signs, were impressed ox\ one tilde oi the coins. 'I’hus, the 
earliest coins weie liaiulmade either by individual gold snvths or by 
merchant guilds and the punch-marks seem to be the result of circulation 
of coins from hand to hand. 

Still later prcdxtlilj in the early centuries of Pre-Christian Era, 
the system of coinage was affected by (ireek influences, 'i'he invasion, of 
Alexander (320 Be.), the Indo-greek and Indo-parthian settlements in the 
Punjab and Sind, the political and commercial contact betwet^n the 
Mauryan Emperors of India and the Greek Kings of the West, naturally 
had its effects on the systems of coinage then prevalent in the country. 

In the iirst century A.iT., BlRimaka, Naliapana, Ushavadatta who 
all belong to a dynasty called Kshaharafta ruled over Malwa and Maha-, 
rastra w’hich were evidently wrested from the Andhras. During their 
period, they endowed .several grants and from their inscriptions, we learn 
that certain Buddhist Rionks were endowed with several thousands o| 
Karshapanas (35 ks.^(me Suvarpa). Nahapana struck both silver and 
copper coins and the former resemble the (i«eek coins in point of weight 
size and i abric. (Cl . Jogalihanibi hoard of 1 3,250 coins found at Nasik). Ontjie 
obverse side, we get the head of the king and an inscri tion in Greeko-Roman 
characters. On the reverse side, we get arrow and a similar inscription con- 
taining name ol the king. J'he use of liiis Numismatic evidence is that 
it gives us the true extent of his empire which comprises Malw^a, Guzerat 
and Nasik Districts. further, from the fact that the silver coinage of 
Nahapana was called ku^ana, we learn that he was the feudatary of 
Kusfian kings, khadphises I and II who ruled over N. W. India, in the 
middle of hrst cenVury A. D. Lastly, from the shape of the head and 
the legends on the coins, we learn that the Greeko-Roman inflpences 
exerted themselves on Indian coinage. 

To the last stage belong the Die coins. These were die struck 
unlike the earliest punch-marked coins which were caSt in moulds (See 
3 Dotted coips). Molten lead or billon was poured into a cavity fornied by 
joining two moulds and the joints can be seen in some of the coins. (See I, b.) 
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This method was evidently driven up as it was clumsy and costly and the die 
struck coins (See Lion coins) came into \\se. 'Fhe die of a lion *01 elephant 
•or chaitya was impressed ^on the metal when hot on one side only and gra- 
»dually the die was applied on both sides and thus the double-die coins 
came into use, bearing the royal llgure and name on one side and differ- 
ent symbols w’ith legends on the other. From the finish and neat apifear- 
ance of these coins, we learn that coinage reached the final and perfect 
stage. Some of the.se found at Ujjain show on one side “the cross and 
balls” and hence they are called Ujjain symbols. Some of the coins of 
Andhra • kings found at Amaravati, the ancient capital of the Andhras on 
R. Kishna, contain these Ujjain or Malwa symbols. Most of the Andhra 
coins discovered are made of lead with Brahmi legends on both sides 
and having de\ ices ^)1 lir)ns, c‘lc()hanl.s, chaitya, c‘h\, on the obverse and 
the rjjain symbol (cross and balls) on llu‘ leversc. 

> Nature of the Coins. 

'Fhe coins vary in si/e. I'hcy are mostly round but still a few' 
square pieces w'hich are really older in age are found. Again, most of 
the coins discovered bear legends on both sides and these are later in 
time than those bearing devices on one side only. 

'I'he coins of three dots or convexities- rudely representing an efe- 
phant. are cast in moulds and the joints of the moulds can still be seen. 
I’hese are older than the coins which boyr mancless lions on one side and 
buddhist symbols on the other. Th*ese rcnlK seem to belong to the later 

'Andhra kings of 2nd century .\. I), vi/. Vajha sri, Chanda ^ri and 

Pulumavi. 

From the different sizes of J.bc coins and the metals u.sed, their 
value* can be guessed, d’he unit is the smallest U aci ( oin exhibited. III-l 

It weighs nearly 18 grains. 'Fhe weight of the coins exhibited varies from 

r8 to 148 grains. • 

Detailed Study of a few Coins. 

'I’he coins, cast in moulds, with 3 convexities rudely representing- 
an elephant, contivinon the obver.se, a legend-ie, the name of the later Andhra 
king Sri Vasi and on the reverse, the l^jjain symbol, 'I'he.se weigh 401060 
grains, 'fhey arc made up mostly of lead with a little copper coating. 
They are found in one groyp at Nagalapalli in Cudrahara-vishaya, the 
modern Gudivada which w^as probably the seat of Andhra Viceroyalty and 
a good religiou.s and commercial centre in ancient times. 

'fhe Chaitya coin (See I, U) is one of pure lead. The Chaitya or Buddhist * 
symbol is found to consist of 3 rows of inverted circles surmounted by moon. 
There is a tree to the right w'hich is an emblem of worship for Jains and 
Buddhists. At the foot of it, there is a wavy line suggesting a serpent, or Naga, 

On the reverse, we find the Buddhist cross and balls with dots 
ifisidfc andnhis is the Ujjain symbol. The legend is probably* the name of 
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Gautami- putra Vilivayakura or Sri Yajna. The weight of the coin is only 
100 grainsji . • 

The coins bearing on the obverse the lion facing to the left, with a 
legend and on the reverse the Ujjain symbol (See IV m, n, p,) are< 
probably the lead coins of Rano Gotama putasa Siri Yana Satakanasa. 

* Value of the Study of Andhra Coins.*^ 

The only dynasty that used lead coinage is the Andhra dynasty. 
This fact is to be explained in this manner. In the Palnad Falut^, lead 
mines were worked out and the lead with a little mixture o^f copper 
(added probably to make th 5 coin stiff and durable) was used, The lead 
coins which are of various sizes and weights were intended for use in the 
Eastern districts in particular. It is here that large hoards have been 
found out. in the Western Provinces, silver coins ancf copper* coins were 
used. 

Firstly, from the large quantities discovered and different metals used, 
we have to conclude that trade was brisk. Gold coins called Suvariias dis- 
covered at Amravati and Dharaniko^a testify to the wealth of the Empye. 

Secondly, since the coins are found in the lands extending from 
M^lwa in the North-West to Magadha in the North-East and Chittaldurg 
in the South-West to Negapatam in the South-East, we have to conclude 
that the Andhras ruled over all thosq. parts. 

Thirdly, since some of the coins of Yajha Sri and other Andhra 
kings bear ships with masts, may we not conclude that the Andhras* 
were not only a great land power in the wdiole of India but also a great 
sea power! Andhra trade and colonisation extended to the Eastern Archi- 
pelago and Cylon on the* one hand* and Egypt and the Medilerranea,n on 
the other. 

Fourthly, the Buddhist devices on tfee coins clearly show that the 
Andhra Kings were great patrons of Buddhism, d’lie Aniaravati Sfupa is 
one more conclusive proof which contirms the Numismatic evidence. 

Fifthly, coin legends illu‘^tratc broadly the main^changes through 
which the forms of Br,ihmi lipi passed during that period. The dated 
coins of W. Satraps, as pointed out by JTofessor Rapson, reveal the 
changes in lipi from time to time. It wouldi appear that D^vonagari 
tvas modified into Brahmi and Brahmi into Vsgtlipi, It would also 
appear that Prakrit was the 'official language whicl^ existed side by side 
^with Sanskrit in the Deccan in the early centuries of Christian Era. 

Sixthly, the evidence supplied by coins not only confirms the 
Puranic list of the Andhra kings but supplies chronological data. 

With regard to the 44 coins collected by me of f hi ch 20 only ar^ 
described here, all the coins are made of lead, and they are coated by time 

with oxidi.‘;ed •matter. When w&shed with weak Nitric acid, the devicef^ 
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became clear. Hnw are these devices impressed f It is stated by Dr. 
Thomas and it appears to be so that fhe large coins v^ere cast. Some 
would seem to have recefved a super -struck impression. , 

The smaller coins which are of copper and which possess the same 
devices and legends as the lead ones, would seem to have been shhiH*. 
I'hey are of 2 dies hearing more distinct devices. IVohably, hot lead 
was poured into a hole of stone or wood and then impressed with a 
single*die. 

a 

* Clear cut models do not seem to hsPve been used for, then, the 
devices on all coins would have been in the centre of the coins. But on 
several coins the devices are appearing some in full, some in part, some 

in the centt^ and Some near the edge. Moreover, the rims of the coins 

are not circular but irregular, in shape. Also, all coins of the same 
denomination do not look uniform but some are thin and some are bulg- 
ing out. Again, in most cases, the obverse and the reverse sides of the 
coins also do not appear uniform or complete. Obviously, the die used 
for both was bigger than the coins and hence the devices do not all 
completely appear on the coins. 

r 

The lion and horse coins have their reverse sides plain, and 
uninscribed. But in some cases, fain^ devices are still to be seen. On 

the obverse side, on most coins, the devices are bulging out but on some, 

,they are sunken while the rims are bulging out, ow'ing probably to 
their being struck hard. 

Thus, there was recourse to*? kinds offninting: — 

t 

T. To cast coins by pouring molten lead on a deviced surface and 
applying the impression# 

2. To place col.d metal on a flat die and strike it wu‘th a device. 

All rim^ulging coins are of first sort. The reverse side shows 
no bulging rim. The Ujjain symbol is usually found on reverse. This 
symbol is always found in raised lines and is used in several designs and 
sizes. Usually, only a part^of it is seen on the coins. That is because 
the die used for reverse is larger than the coin unlike the die used for 
obverse. One coin s|tows on the reverse side, parts o^f 2 symbols which 
are evidently joint. 'I'his is because the die is a large one wdth more 
than one series of 4 circles joined tog'^ther by cross lines. Two coins show 
small symbols being impressed on large coins. In some cases, the 
symbol is of the same size as the coin. 
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Description of the Coins. 

(Vide Plates) 

PLATE A, I-a. 

Lead coin discovered at Amaravati; weight 18 grains. 

Obverse — h’igure of a ship with mast is#seen and at top of 

mast, inscription in /?pf. Coin probal*ly l)elongs to Sri Pnlumavi* 

> or Yajha Sri, whose ship coins are knoAvn to have been discovered ^ along 
^ the Coromandel coast. 

Reverse— VTixX of I'iiain symbol. 

PLATE A, I-b. 

Potin. Found at Crudivada. Weight 48 grains. 

Obverse — E'lephant represented by 3 convexities with*trunk raised 
facing to the right and carrying a rider. Probably belongs to Sri Yajna 
Satakarni as the types and fabrics are pointing out to his coins. No inscription. 

Reverse— Vdvi of Ujjain symbol. The coin is peculiar as it 
shows the joint protruding at the top of the coin. 

PLATE A, I-c. 

Found at Gudivada, Kistna District, I^ead coin. Weight 42^rains* 

OhiJf'r.sc —E^lephant represented as on III, 1 , J, k,l; V*q, s; andl,b. 
Inscription at top. Probably belongs *to At/ ya na or AW vii si. 

Reverse — Part of Ujjain symbol. 

PlATE A, I-J). 

A big coin of Gautamiputra SrIYajha Satakarni (184 A. D.) Found at 
Amaravati in Cluntur District. Lea%l« coin weighing 64 grains. 

Obverse — Chaitya of six arches surmounted by crescent** and 
Svastika, To the right of Chaitya, a tree within railing and underneath 
Chaitya, a waved line; along the fringe, pro^)ably an inscription of Raho 
(iotamiputnsa Siri-Yaha-Satakanisa. 

Reverse — Ujjain symbol, (cross and four balls'^ *'''"ing each orb 
represented by a pellet surrounded by one circle. 

Plate A, 11-e. 

Lead coin found at Amaravati, (iunlur District. 

Obverse— 'hxon standing facing righ^ with headerect and tail 
turned upwards into a curve. Resembles in type, II-F, g, V r. No 
' inscription. This Coin, according to Elliot, belong^ to Gautamiputra 
Yajna ^atakarpi. 

Reverse— V\2i\n, These lion coins with no symbol on the reverse 
are considered to belong to the early Andhra kings. 

PLATE A, II-F. 

Found at Amaravati along with II e, g, and V r. Lead coin 
w^ghing S3 grains, 
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— Lion with mane, standing with head erect and tail turned 
upwards into a curve. At the top, inscription in Brabmi probably 

of Siriyana. 

Reverse — Plain. 

PLATE A, ll-g. 

Coin of Gautamiputra Sri Yajha Satakarni. Found at Amaravati. 

Lead coin weighing 148 grains. BiggCvSt and heaviest in the list. 

Ohuerse-'-Lion standing with tail turned upwards.- 

Reverse — Plain with a few dots. 

PLATE 11-H.# 

Lead coin, small insiae. Same as IV m, n, p; V tr Weight 34 grains. 

Obverse — Figure of lion is beautifully struck. The animal is 
standing and facing right with tail turned up on the back. No inscription is 
visible. 

Reverse — Part of Ujjain symbol is visible. 

PLATE A, liM. 

Potin. Weight 57 grains. Found at Gudivada in Kistna District. 

Ohi’erse— Elephant with raised head and trunk. No inscription 
but itjbelongs to Siri Vasi like JILj which closes ‘resembles it in type, 
weight, composition and tind-spot. 

Reverse — Parts of two Ujjain symbols not fully or clearly impressed. 

PLATE A, lll-j. 

^ P'ound at Gudivada, Kistna District . Potin (lead and copper) 

weight 58 grains. 

Obverse — Elephant with raised head and trunk containing at the 
top in four Brahmi characters Si ri va si, the nalne of the king Sri Vasisfi- 
putra Pulumavi, the 24th Andhra king who ruled about the middle of 
2nd century A.D. 

Reverse — Parts of two Ujjain symbols with 2 balls in the middle. 

Pi. ATE A, lil-k. 

Potin c®in, found at Gudivada, Kistna District. Weight 33 grains 

Obverse — ElepJiant standing with a rider on the back. Coin 
resembles Ill-I, j 1 ; 1 b, c. No inscription is found. 

Reverse — Part of Ujjain symbol with two balls clearly seen. 

’PLATE A, IIM. 

Potin coin weighing 30 grains. Discovered at Gudiy^a, Kistna 
District along with 6’others. • 

Elephant standing facing right. Inscription at the top 
of the coin belongs to the king Sri Vasisthiputra Pulumavi. 

Reverse — Part of the Ujjain symbol, showing two b^ls only. 

» PLATE A, IV-m. 

^ Found at Amaravati. Lead coin quoted with copper solution; 

weight 32 grains. ^ 
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Obverse — Figure of standing lion facing left. Underneath a line 
with dots. In'scrip^on at top. 

Reverse — Ujjain symbol. 

PLATE A, IV-n. 

f Same as IV-m, in all respects, except that it weighs 4 grains more. 

PLATE A, IV'O. 

Coin of Gautami-putra Sri Yajha (Rudra!) Satakafpi. About 
184 A.D. 

Found at Amaravati. Potin, made of lead, copper etc. 

Weight 82 grains. ' 

Obverse — Elephant standing facing right, under a tree. Inscription 
at top in Brahmilipi . 

Reverse — Ujjain symbol, each orb of which«is represented by a 
pellet with one surrounding circle. 

PLATE A, IV-p. 

Found at Amaravati. Lead with copper coating. Weight 40 grains. 

Obverse — Lion standing facing left with tail turned upwards on 
the back. Behind the animal, tree, and under it a line with dots. 

Reverse — Part of Ujjain symbol. 

' Plates a, V-q. 

Potin. Weight 40 grains. Found at Gudivada, along with I, b,c; 
III. I, j, k; V, s. 

Obverse ""Elephant standing with a mahout or driver siltipg on 
neck, Brahmi Inscription at the top probably same as 111 , j. 'I'he coin like 
the other coins belongs to Sri Vasisthiputra Pulumavi, 24th Andhra king. 

Reverse — Part of an Ujjain symbol, cross and balls of which are 
visible. - *• 

Plate a, V-r. 

Obverse — Lead coin ’of big lion standing and facing right, 
weighing ^2 grains. 

Reverse — Plain. 

PLATE A, V-s. 

Potin coin. Weight 28 grains. Found at Gudivada in Kistna 
District, along with 6 other coins, all of the same type and probably 
belonging to the same king, Siri Vasi. 

Ohperse-- Elephant standing facing right carrying a driver on the 
back. No legend or inscription is visible. 

R^Cfse —Part of Ujjain symbol two circles of y^hich are clearly seen. 

PLATE A, V-t. 

Found at Amaravati. Potin. (Mixture of lead and copper.) 
Weight 28 grains.' 

. . Obverse — Lion stan^ng and facing left with tail turned up on 
the back. To the right . A line with dots uhder the animal. 
No inscription but it probablys^ belongs to Sri Y^jha Satakarpi. 
a pillars. 
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3 

2 

Khurshed Ali Syed 

3 

2 

Hume Sastri B. 

2 

2 

Hanuinanta Rao S. 

3 

2 

Raghava Iyengar S. 

3 

2 

Suryaprakasa Rao Ch. 

3 

2 

Jogiah V. V. 


2 

Venkata Rao D. 

4 

2 

Krishna Rao Bhojisle R. 

3 

2 

Hirde Narayan 

3 

2 

Joganna U. » 

3 

2 

Somayazulu Ch. 

3 

2 

Venkateswarlu V. 

3 

2 

Gopala reddi B. 

3 

2 

Popley Rev H. A. 

3 

2 

Sarma L. P. P. 

3 

2 

Vedaaanda Tirtha Swami 

3 

2 

Jaganadha Rao V, 

4 

0 

Surya Kumar Bhuyar 

3 

2 

Bhujanga Rao T. 

4 

2 

Veerabhadreswara l^ao K. 

3 

2 

Perraju K. (4 yaars) 

12 

0 

Suryanarayana T, 

3 

2 

Srihari Pantulu Guntur? 

3 

0 



ii 


Messrs 

Rs, 

As. 

Messrs. 

Rs. 

As. 

Gopinatha Harichaidra 1 


• 

Ramesam, Justice Sir V. 

3 

2 

Jaga Deb Bahadur / 

3 

2 

Krishnaswrfhii Iyer C. V. 

4 

s 

Lakshminarayana Hari-^ , 1 

1 


Ramalingam W. V. B 

3 

2 

chandra Jaga Deb Bahadur] 

1 3 

2 

Kameswara Sastri Bh. 

4 

0 

Rag£avachary N. 

3 

2 

Venkatarama Iyer A. V. *28-30 

6 

4 

Narasimha Rao G. 

3 

2 

Krishnaswami Rao C, 

3 

2 

Rao P, S. 

3 

2 

Sambasiva Rao S. N. 

3 

2 

Veerabhadrayya Sri Hota 

4 

0 

Rajaguru Hemraj Pandit 29-31 5 

0 

Seshadri P. 

} 

2 

Krishna JRao Kothey Sii 

3 

0 

Veeranna P.- 

3 

2 

Narasimham Pantulu N. 4 3rrs 12 

2, 

Bhagavatam Gupta T. 

3 

2 

Venkataramiah Choudry K. 

3 

0 

Subbayya P. 

3 

2 

Radhakrishnamurti Hari 

3 

0 

Trivekrama Rao D. 

3 

2 

Narasimha Pao Mothey«Sri 

3 

0 

Abdul Ali A. F, M. 

3 

2 

Gangaraju Mothey Sri 

3 

0 

Goedke Harry Rev. 

3 

2 

Sitaramayya Somanchi 

3 

4 

Venkataratnam T. 

3 

0 

Rama Rao A. 

4 

0 

Venkatarama Raju R. 

.3 

2 

Krishnamurty M. 

2 

% 

Makodya G. B, 

3 

2 

Nagaraju Chitrapu 30-31 

2 

0 

Sbmayazulu G» G. 

4 

0 


• 


Bhadrayya P. 

4 

0 

— 



Reddi C. R. 

3 

2 

Total. 407 

14 

Srinivasachari C. S. 

3 

•2 

— 

— - 



SUBSCRIBERS WHO PAID SUBSCRIPTIONS DURING THE QUARTER. 


Rs. As. 

Superintendent of Archaqplogy Easl^n Circle 6 o 

Do Watson Museum, Rajkot 30 — 31 . 6* o 

Secretary, Literary Association Cocanada 6 2 

Principal Andhra Christian College Guntui 6 2 

Do. P. R, College, Cocanada .6 2 

Curator, Provincial Museum, Lucknow 6 2 

Manager, Satyalingam Charities, Cocanada (4 years). 25 i 

Government Arts College, Rajahmundrj^ 6 o 

Training College, Rajahmundry 6 o 

Secretary, The Ellore Club, Ellore 6 o 


Total. 

DONATIONS RECEIVED DURING THE QUARTER. 

Mr. B, V. Krishna Rao 


79 9 


Rs. As. 
2 0 


Total 2 o 






